
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Ascension Sunday 

The Gathering: May 16, 2021 
      

OPENING SONG                    When We Pray                         Shea White, Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Clap your hands! Shout for joy! 
Our Lord reigns on the throne of glory! 
We open our hearts to the ascended Lord, 
who sits on the throne of glory! 

 

OPENING PRAYER      
Lord of Lords, 
illumine our hearts this day, 
that we may feel your glory 
and live into the hope 
to which you have called us. Amen. 

 

SINGING OUR PRAISES          He Reigns 
             I Will Rise 
 

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

OFFERING         We Fall Down 

      Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

The word of God speaks to our hearts and to our world. 
May God give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation as we come to know Christ.  
Lord, help us know the glorious hope to which you have called us through your word. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON        Acts 1:1-11 

SERMON       “Calling All Witnesses”                        Rev. Ontonio Christie 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SENDING FORTH 

CLOSING SONG             

 
Assisting in Worship Today:  

Rev. Ontonio Christie, Rev. Laura Parker 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 

Media and Sound:  
Robert Hammon, Jamie Waldhour, Amelia Koser 

 
         

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with 
Fairhope UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code to 
register your attendance for today. 
 

 
Prayers for the People: 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 

Sympathy: 
Mary Lucas in the death of her husband, David Lucas. 
Betty Council in the death of her sister, Nola Johnson. 
Cindy and Mark Vines in the death of her uncle, Charles Erskine. 
 

 
Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship: 
 

 

Offering Received May 9, 2021 – $33,303 
   (Online - $11,810 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $21,493) 

 

For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the 
door across from the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so 
much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church.    
                                                                            Jeff White, Business Administrator 
 
 
Adult Sunday School Update:  
All of our adult Sunday School classes are now meeting in-person from 9:45-10:40 on Sunday 
mornings. Class descriptions can be found on our website: 
https://www.fairhopeumc.org/adultsundayschool/ 
 
A few of our classes continue to offer an option to connect by Zoom. If you would like more 
information about Zoom options…or if you would like help finding a class that is just right for you, 
please contact: 
Rev. Laura Parker, Minister of Discipleship 
laura.parker@fairhopeumc.org or 251-928-1148 
 

https://www.fairhopeumc.org/adultsundayschool/
mailto:laura.parker@fairhopeumc.org


 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Ascension Sunday 
May 16, 2021 

 

PRELUDE                    Allegro Moderato in F Major                                  J.E. Kindermann 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS       

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Clap your hands! Shout for joy! 
Our Lord reigns on the throne of glory! 
We open our hearts to the ascended Lord, 
who sits on the throne of glory! 

 

OPENING PRAYER      
Lord of Lords, 
illumine our hearts this day, 
that we may feel your glory 
and live into the hope 
to which you have called us. Amen. 
 

HYMN    Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise                                         Hymn #312 

BAPTISMS                          (8:30) Darby Butler, Della Butler, Whit Butler 
                                                      Children of Kirby and Michelle Butler 
 

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS   
                                                           (8:30) Kirby and Michelle Butler                                                     
                                                       (11:00) Plumer and Marie Tonsmeire 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED         

GLORIA PATRI 

PSALTER               Psalm 47                                                           Page #781 

OFFERING                                               There Is a Redeemer                                          arr. Jack Schrader 
FUMC Choir 

DOXOLOGY 

 



CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00) 
Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 

They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 
Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

Lord God, good shepherd, 
by the leading of your Spirit, 
help us to listen for your voice 
and follow in your paths 
all the days of our lives; 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

EPISTLE READING       Ephesians 1:15-23 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON          Acts 1:1-11 

SERMON          “The Agenda of the Spirit”                 Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING HYMN     Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know                                      Hymn #163 

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE                             Fugue in A Major                                                 F.W. Zachau

  

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God  
and in honor of our church family by Caring Ministries. 

 

 

Assisting in Worship Today: 

Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Rev. Laura Parker, Dr. Ann Pearson 
Music: John Richardson, Natalie Woodrow 

Acolytes: 11:00 Mollie Katen Bishop, Max McClellan 
Media: Kaitlyn Hunter 

Sound: Robert Hammon, Peyton Phillips, Ann Lyles Tapscott 
 

    

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to 
worship with Fairhope UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a 
visitor, scan this QR code and register your attendance for today.   
 
 

 
 
Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 
Sympathy: 
Mary Lucas in the death of her husband, David Lucas. 
Betty Council in the death of her sister, Nola Johnson. 
Cindy and Mark Vines in the death of her uncle, Charles Erskine. 

 
 
 

Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship: 
 

 

Offering Received May 9, 2021 – $33,303 
   (Online - $11,810 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $21,493) 

 

For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the 
door across from the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so 
much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church.    
                                                                            Jeff White, Business Administrator 
 
 
Adult Sunday School Update:  
All of our adult Sunday School classes are now meeting in-person from 9:45-10:40 on Sunday 
mornings. Class descriptions can be found on our website: 
https://www.fairhopeumc.org/adultsundayschool/ 
 
A few of our classes continue to offer an option to connect by Zoom. If you would like more 
information about Zoom options…or if you would like help finding a class that is just right for you, 
please contact: 
Rev. Laura Parker, Minister of Discipleship 
laura.parker@fairhopeumc.org or 251-928-1148 
 

 

 

 

https://www.fairhopeumc.org/adultsundayschool/
mailto:laura.parker@fairhopeumc.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 16, 2021 



 
WORSHIP NEWS… 
 

Worship Ministries has several opportunities to serve and connect with others! We are currently 
looking for servant hearts in all services to help with communion preparations, serving 
communion, and ushering. If you are interested in serving or would like to know more, please 
contact Jenna Hood, jenna.hood@fairhopeumc.org.  
 

Music Ministries is excited to be growing and is looking forward as we are open for life! If you 
have a song in your heart and a willingness to be a part of great group of individuals, come to choir 
practice at 6:30pm on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary! Or if your song is more instrumental in nature 
and you would like to share your gift, let us know. For questions or more information, contact Tom 
Hood, tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org.  
 

 

CARING MINISTRIES… 

Bible Study…. 
Genesis Study continues on Mondays at 1:00 in Wesley Hall.  This week we are reviewing chapters 
32-41.   Drop in and let’s learn something together. 
 

Caregivers Support Group… 
This group will meet in person on May 18, at 9:30 am in the Church Library with a Zoom option 
available.  Dr. Pearson will be happy to provide the Zoom Link for the meeting. 
 

Ministries Available… 
Home or Hospital Visitation - Let your Pastoral staff or church office know if you would like a 
visit. We would be honored to come and pray with you.  
 
Homebound Communion is available.  Please contact Dr. Ann Pearson if you know of anyone in 
need of this service.   
 
 
 

mailto:jenna.hood@fairhopeumc.org
mailto:tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org


ADULT DISCIPLESHIP… 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

BLUE LAKE SUMMER CAMP 
July 15 – 17 

Open to those finishing 3rd-6th grade this school year 
Registration fee: $150 per person plus $40 bus fee 

We will depart around 9am Thursday and return around 8pm on Saturday. 
Registration forms will be available this Monday. It will be emailed to parents of our current 3rd-6th graders, on 
the children’s page at www.fairhopeumc.org and copies will be available in the church office.  Online registration 
will not be available.    
 
 
ALL GRADES FOR VBS ARE FULL (June 7-11)  
We are only taking waitlist registrations now. To register on the waitlist, go 
to https://vbspro.events/p/events/fairhopeumc2021vbs. Those on the 
waitlist will be contacted if a spot opens in the grade needed. 
 
VOLUNTEER NEED …  
We are in need of (6) (4) (2) more CREW LEADERS for 1st-4th grade!  No prep 
work involved!  You and an assistant will experience all VBS has to offer with 
5-6 children in your crew!    
 
ALL VOLUNTEER TRAINING … Sunday, June 6 | 12:15pm (lunch served) | CLC Fellowship Hall  
 
SUPPLY NEEDS … Thanks to all who took one or more of the supply need pages from the VBS displays.  
Please bring what you’ve purchased or are letting us borrow to the office no later than this Wednesday, May 19!  
We will begin purchasing what we’ve not received later in the week.       
 
DECORATING … Every year, our buildings are transformed for VBS! This does not happen overnight and we 
need LOTS of help to make it happen!  We can use all hands on deck.  You do not have to be a volunteer the week 
of VBS to help decorate! Please let Michelle know when you can join us (michelle.graham@fairhopeumc.org)!   
 
Monday, May 17 | 9:00am-12:00pm | upstairs, education building 
Wednesday, May 19 | 5:30-7:30pm | upstairs, education building   
Monday, May 24 | 9:00am-12:00pm | downstairs, education building 
Friday, June 4 | 9:00am-12:00pm & 1:00-3:00pm | CLC & education building 
Saturday, June 5 | 9:00am-12:00pm & 1:00-3:00pm | CLC & education building   
 
 
   

 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/
https://vbspro.events/p/events/fairhopeumc2021vbs
mailto:michelle.graham@fairhopeumc.org


STUDENT MINISTRIES… 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



MISSIONS… 
 

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER OR DONATE!  

Together we can end hunger! 

https://rah.secure.force.com/events/homepage?id=7013Z0000025zkaQAA


 


