Come join us for dinner
this WednesdayNight
July 28
at 5:00 pm!
No Reservations Necessary!
Don’t Miss it!!!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1ST
9:45 | CLC PARLOR

Sunday, August 15
6pm, Sanctuary

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
The Gathering: July 25, 2021
OPENING SONG

All Because of Jesus

Shea White, Praise Team

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, let us worship Almighty God.
Let us lift to God our songs, our prayers, our praises.
Come, let us honor Christ Jesus.
Let us love Christ with our hearts, our minds, our spirits.
Come, let us be filled with the Spirit of the Living God.
Breathe in us, Breath of God. Alleluia.

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, we gather this morning in this place of worship. We come as we are, sometimes
distracted and weary, but willing to be expectant, opening our hearts to hope and grace. Speak to
us, Spirit of Life, in word and song, and also in quiet moments. Let us be renewed in our faith and
strengthened for your service. This we ask in Christ’s name. Amen.
SINGING OUR PRAISES

Our God
Trust In You

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY
God Gave Me You

OFFERING

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church.
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall.
Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Your Word is our wisdom;
it gives us insight, strength, and courage.
Open our hearts and our minds on this day,
that we might receive what you want to give.
Speak, Lord! Your people listen! Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Proverbs 31:10-31
“A Worthy Example”

SERMON

Rev. Laura Parker

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
SENDING FORTH
CLOSING SONG
Assisting in Worship Today: Rev. Laura Parker
Music: Shea White and Praise Band
Media and Sound: Robert Hammon, Jamie Waldhour, Amelia Koser

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with
Fairhope UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code
and register your attendance for today.

Prayers for the People
Medical personnel and first responders

Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:
Offering Received July 18, 2021 – $35,927
(Online - $12,515 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $23,412)
For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located
in the door across from the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.
Thank you so much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church.
Jeff White, Business Administrator

Dear Friends,
As many of you are aware, we have persons in our congregation and community who have contracted
Covid this week. Regrettably, the number of positive test cases for Baldwin county are on the rise yet
again.
I am also aware that some churches in our area have returned to online worship only. We want to
pray for all who will be making these decisions in the interest of loving God and neighbor. I am
thankful for the vigilance and input that I continue to receive from members of our Covid Advisory
Team.
In response to this crisis, I am most grateful to have received my vaccine. Even so, I also plan to
return to wearing my mask in the worship service this Sunday. With consideration for others, I
encourage you to revisit any protocols that you deem appropriate at this time.
We are all trying to figure this out together. If you have been vaccinated, I hope you will share that
experience with others. While I realize there are some exceptions to every rule, I am convinced that
vaccination is a prudent step for those who are medically eligible at this time, and urge all to consult
with their physician regarding any questions or concerns.
Let us continue to bear each other's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2).
Grace to You,
Darren

Summer Sermon Series
Words to Live By
This summer, we are “diving deeper” into God’s word as your pastors
share some of their favorite “words to live by” as found throughout the Old
and New Testaments. Here is the preaching schedule for the remaining
summer Sundays:
Traditional
August 1
August 8

Rev. Christie
Rev. Christie

TBA
TBA

Gathering
August 1
August 8

Dr. McClellan
Dr. McClellan

Luke 5:27-32
Romans 1:1-6, 16-17

“For the Love of Levi”
“Getting it Right”

Come join us for dinner
this WednesdayNight
July 28
at 5:00 pm!
No Reservations Necessary!
Don’t Miss it!!!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1ST
9:45 | CLC PARLOR

Sunday, August 15
6pm, Sanctuary

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 25, 2021
Piano Improvisation on “All Creatures of Our God and King”

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, let us worship Almighty God.
Let us lift to God our songs, our prayers, our praises.
Come, let us honor Christ Jesus.
Let us love Christ with our hearts, our minds, our spirits.
Come, let us be filled with the Spirit of the Living God.
Breathe in us, Breath of God. Alleluia.
OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, we gather this morning in this place of worship. We come as we are, sometimes
distracted and weary, but willing to be expectant, opening our hearts to hope and grace. Speak to
us, Spirit of Life, in word and song, and also in quiet moments. Let us be renewed in our faith and
strengthened for your service. This we ask in Christ’s name. Amen.
Leaning On the Everlasting Arms

HYMN

#133

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ~ Jerry and Cheri Forte
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
GLORIA PATRI
OFFERING
DOXOLOGY

Come To Me and Rest
Choir

(arr. by Larson)

CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00)
Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church.
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall.
Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Your Word is our wisdom;
it gives us insight, strength, and courage.
Open our hearts and our minds on this day,

that we might receive what you want to give.
Speak, Lord! Your people listen! Amen.
GOSPEL LESSON

Proverbs 3:1-8

HYMN OF PREPARATION
SERMON

Rock of Ages Cleft for Me

#361

“A Word from the Wise”

Dr. Darren M. McClellan

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
I Am Thine, O Lord

CLOSING HYMN

#419

SENDING FORTH
POSTLUDE

Piano Improvisation on “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God
and in honor of Bill Calhoun “Pappy” for his 85th birthday!
With love, from his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Assisting in Worship Today:
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Rev. Ontonio Christie
Music: Tom Hood, John Richardson
Media: Peyton Phillips
Sound: Robert Hammon, Ann Lyles Tapscott, Alex Beaman

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with
Fairhope UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code
and register your attendance for today.

Prayers for the People
Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:
Offering Received July 18, 2021 – $35,927
(Online - $12,515 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $23,412)
For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located
in the door across from the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.
Thank you so much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church.
Jeff White, Business Administrator

Dear Friends,
As many of you are aware, we have persons in our congregation and community who have contracted
Covid this week. Regrettably, the number of positive test cases for Baldwin county are on the rise yet
again.
I am also aware that some churches in our area have returned to online worship only. We want to
pray for all who will be making these decisions in the interest of loving God and neighbor. I am
thankful for the vigilance and input that I continue to receive from members of our Covid Advisory
Team.
In response to this crisis, I am most grateful to have received my vaccine. Even so, I also plan to
return to wearing my mask in the worship service this Sunday. With consideration for others, I
encourage you to revisit any protocols that you deem appropriate at this time.
We are all trying to figure this out together. If you have been vaccinated, I hope you will share that
experience with others. While I realize there are some exceptions to every rule, I am convinced that
vaccination is a prudent step for those who are medically eligible at this time, and urge all to consult
with their physician regarding any questions or concerns.
Let us continue to bear each other's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2).
Grace to You,
Darren

Summer Sermon Series
Words to Live By
This summer, we are “diving deeper” into God’s word as your pastors
share some of their favorite “words to live by” as found throughout the Old
and New Testaments. Here is the preaching schedule for the remaining
summer Sundays:
Traditional
August 1
August 8

Rev. Christie
Rev. Christie

TBA
TBA

Gathering
August 1
August 8

Dr. McClellan
Dr. McClellan

Luke 5:27-32
Romans 1:1-6, 16-17

“For the Love of Levi”
“Getting it Right”

July 25, 2021

Now hiring for these paid positions at Fairhope UMC:
Worship Assistant
Description: The Worship Assistant coordinates personnel, volunteers and activities in support of
Traditional Worship and the Gathering Contemporary Worship, as well as special worship services
of the church (such as weddings, funerals and seasonal worship activities.) This includes, but is not
limited to coordinating and supervising the following worship functions: Communion preparation
and servers, Altar Guild, Usher Ministry, Sound Tech personnel, seasonal worship decorations,
wedding directors / maintaining wedding policy.
Skills needed: Good people skills, willingness to recruit and manage volunteers, good organization
skills.
Availability: 8-10 hours a week to include Tuesday mornings, 9:00-10:30 for Worship Planning and
most Sunday mornings.
Reports to: Senior Pastor
For more information or to apply for this position: Contact Rev. Laura Parker,
laura.parker@fairhopeumc.org or 251-928-1148.
Sound Tech:
Run the audio on Sunday mornings for Traditional worship services in the sanctuary. Time required:
Typical shift is 1-1/2 hours with microphone check 30 minutes before the service begins. Training is
provided for enthusiastic and motivated candidates. Mature, consistent and reliable teenagers
welcome! $25 per service.
For more information or to apply for this position: Contact Tom Hood, Music Minister,
tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org or 251-928-1148.

Church Library News…
We have lots of books that have been checked out for quite a while. Please look around at your
house to see if you may have some of these books. If you’re not sure if it is a library book, look for a
white spine label at the bottom of the spine. You can go to our website to find a complete listing of
the books and DVDs that are missing.

DIVE DEEPER WITH
SMALL GROUP
DISCIPLESHIP
*WATCH YOUR WEEKLY LINK!
MORE SMALL GROUPS COMING
SOON.

EXPERIENCING GOD
God is at work around you! Will you join Him? Many people who have taken this study have found it to be lifechanging; great for individuals, but also an opportunity for couples to grow together! This 13-week study by
Henry Blackaby takes participants through 5 days of reading and study each week with a video and discussion
during class. Facilitated by Tony Caminiti. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Class begins August 18th. Cost of
Materials: $20.

FAST TRACK DISCIPLE 1

BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY

An intensive 24-week survey of the Old & New Testaments. Activities include daily reading and study and
weekly small group meetings featuring an informational video presentation. This is a pre-requisite to any other
Disciple studies. Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker. Begins September 15th. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Cost
of Materials: $30.

EPIC OF EDEN
This is a 12-week study from Old Testament scholar, Dr. Sandra Richter. Through text and video teaching, Dr.
Richter brings a new dimension to the history of the ancient Near East, orienting participants in time,
geography, culture, redemption, and relevance for today. The Epic of Eden video study is ideal for anyone
eager for a strategic grasp of the good, the bad, and the ugly of the Old Testament and how it relates to God’s
activity in the present. Past participants say this is the best Old Testament study they have ever taken!!
Facilitated by Linda Smith. Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Orientation September 7th @ 10 am; First Meeting
September 21st. Cost of Materials: $20.

Please note: Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and
under. Wednesday activities for all ages begin September 15th.
Registration by email, phone or through the church website.
bobbi.hobbs@fairhopeumc.org | 251-928-1148 | fairhopeumc.org

Caring Ministries…
Joshua Bible Study…
Feel free to drop in for the Joshua Bible Study, which continues on Mondays at 1:00 pm in Wesley
Hall. This week we will start with Chapter 5. We welcome you for this time of spiritual learning.

Support Group Meetings…
Grief Group Support meets every Monday at 3:00 pm in Wesley Hall. For more information,
contact Dr. Ann Pearson at 251-928-1148 or ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org.
Survivors of Suicide (SOS) will meet on Monday, July 26 at 6:30 pm in Wesley Hall. We are
meeting in person and a Zoom option is available also. For more information, contact Dr. Ann
Pearson at 251-928-1148 or ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org for your invite.
Tough Dogs Cancer Support Group will be meeting Tuesday, July 27 at 12:30 pm in Wesley Hall. A
Zoom option is also available by contacting Dr. Ann Pearson

Lord’s Pantry ….
Thank you to all who have given to this ministry and thank you
to the team who faithfully serve each week by preparing the food
boxes. This is a wonderful asset in our community.

Wednesdays with Ann…
Each Wednesday in July I invite you to come and visit with me in
my office from 11-12 each week. It’s a time for conversation and visiting with one other.

Prayer Cards Available....
Please note the Prayer cards are back in the pews in the sanctuary and on the desk right outside of the
worship space in the CLC. You may put your prayer cards in the offering plate in the sanctuary and
in the Prayer box at the CLC.
If you would like to be a part of FUMC prayer team please contact Dr. Ann Pearson 251-928-1148.

Hospital Visitation…
Let us know when you are in the hospital. Your pastoral staff would love the opportunity to come
and pray with you.

CHILDREN’S SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Only 2 more Sundays of our one-room Sunday School in the CLC Fellowship Hall (9:45-10:40am).
This is for rising K-6th grade students. Our PK3 and PK4 children have class with Tina Wettermark
and her staff in room B127 on the nursery wing in the Education Building. Parents need to sign their
children in. We need two adults to help on the last Sunday – August 1st! Please contact Olivia Estes if
you can serve – olivia.estes@fairhopeumc.org.
A new school year is about to begin and that means a new
year of children’s Sunday School as well! August 8th is
Promotion Sunday when children move to their new grade
level class. With 8 classes for children ages 3 years – 6th
grade and two teachers needed for each one every Sunday,
we are in need of 80 teachers. Yes – 80! Would you
prayerfully consider a journey with our children this year as
they learn and grow in God’s Word?

- You choose the class you’d like to teach.
- You are asked to serve JUST ONE SUNDAY A MONTH (August 8, 2021 – June 12, 2022).
- You do not need to have a child or grandchild in the class you teach.
- Each lesson is easy to follow and everything you need is prepared and ready in the room when you
arrive.
Want to learn more? Call Martha Monckton in the church office at 928-1148 and ask her to email you
the details!

Sunday, August 8th
YES! Bring your backpacks to church! During the Children’s Moment at both 11:00 worship services,
students of all ages, teachers, administrators and support staff will be asked to come forward for a
special time of prayer for the new school year.

Help us Celebrate Michelle Graham’s Ministry!!!
We are pleased to announce that the Fairhope UMC Trustees have approved the
construction of the Michelle Graham Gaga Ball Pit as a lasting reminder on our campus of
Michelle’s more than ten-year investment in the lives of our children. Our budget for the
supplies needed to build this is approximately $2500. We have established a fund to raise the
money needed and hope you will consider giving in honor of Michelle Graham.
What is Gaga Ball, you may ask? According to Wikipedia, Gaga is a variant of dodgeball that is
played in a gaga "pit". The game combines dodging, striking, running, and jumping, with the
objective of being the last person standing. Players hit the ball at each other with their hands,
and are eliminated if the ball strikes them on or below the knee. Our children (and many
adults) have become proficient at Gaga Ball through hours of enjoyment at Blue Lake battling
for bragging rights! Whether you are in the pit our outside cheering the players on, it will
provide much enjoyment on our church campus for “children” of all ages.
Please give generously and mark funds
for “Gaga Ball Fund” or “Michelle Graham Fund.”

Student Ministries…

