
In the spirit of agape, Fairhope UMC is 
preparing snack baskets for 71 
departments at Thomas Hospital to 
support and encourage the employees.  We 
are collecting prepackaged, individually 
wrapped snack items.   
  

Appropriate items include cookies, 
crackers, pretzels, granola bars, gum, 
mints, powdered drink packages. 
  

To participate, please bring items to the 
elevator lobby in the education building. 
 

We appreciate your help as we seek to 
express God's love through our action! 
  

Pastor Darren 
 

 

 
 
Save the date! Sunday, August 22 is Fairhope UMC Ministries Celebration Sunday. In the past we have 
celebrated our summer missions but this year we are shifting the focus to celebrate LOVING THE WORLD 
WHEN THE WORLD IS UPSIDE DOWN! Make plans to join us! We will have an 8:30 am Traditional Service and 
a COMBINED 11 am Service in The Gathering that morning.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

    

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gathering: August 8, 2021 

      
OPENING SONG         When We Pray                  Shea White, Praise Team 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought. 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God. 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
You, who did not withhold your own Son, will you not also give us all things through him? 
Let us worship God! 
 

OPENING PRAYER      
Loving God, we do not know how to pray as we ought, but as Christ intercedes on 
our behalf we are emboldened to come before your throne of grace. You  
make us mindful of your bountiful care as each morning we arise to greet 
the dawn of a new day. As we enter the sanctuary we behold your countenance 
in the eyes of sisters and brothers. As your Word is read and proclaimed 
we hear how you have been faithful throughout the ages. May you be 
pleased with our offerings of praise and thanksgiving as we respond to 
your goodness in thought, word, and deed. Amen. 
 

SINGING OUR PRAISES             Promises 
        Power To Redeem 
 

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

OFFERING               Known     

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Calm us now, O Lord, into a quietness that heals and listens. Open wounded hearts to the 
balm of your Word. Speak to us in clear tones so that we might feel our spirits leap for joy   
and skip with hope as your resurrection witnesses. Amen. 



 
EPISTLE LESSON                    Romans 8:26–39  
 
SERMON           “Praying as We Ought?”                       Rev. Ontonio Christie  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
           
SENDING FORTH 
 
CLOSING SONG 
             

Assisting in Worship Today: Rev. Ontonio Christie, Rev. Laura Parker 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 

Acolyte: Savannah Grace Jones 
Media and Sound: Robert Hammon, Jamie Waldhour, Amelia Koser 

 
   
 
We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with Fairhope 
UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code and register 
your attendance for today.   
 
 

 
Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
Sympathies: 
Tresha and Charles Garrick in the death of her brother and sister-in-law, Rick and Pam 
Boone. 
Sonny and Linda James in the death of his bother-in-law, John Givhan. 

 
 

 
 
Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:  
 

 

Offering Received August 1, 2021 – $29,179 
   (Online - $13,261 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $15,918) 

 

For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located 
in the door across from the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  
Thank you so much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church.   
                                                                Jeff White, Business Administrator 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Today is also our annual Blessing of the Backpacks at all 3 worship services! We will have a special 
time of prayer for all students, teachers, administrators and support staff as they begin a new school 
year.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Now hiring for this paid position at Fairhope UMC: 

Sound Tech: 

Run the audio on Sunday mornings for Traditional worship services in the sanctuary. Time required: 
Typical shift is 1-1/2 hours with microphone check 30 minutes before the service begins. Training is 
provided for enthusiastic and motivated candidates. Mature, consistent and reliable teenagers 
welcome! $25 per service. 

For more information or to apply for this position: Contact Tom Hood, Music Minister, 
tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org or 251-928-1148. 

 
 
 

 

Next Sunday, 6pm, Sanctuary 

mailto:tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org
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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 8, 2021 

 

PRELUDE                                                      In the Garden                                                                (Justice)  

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Now is the moment of grace. This is the hour of blessing.   
Today is the day of salvation. Here is the path to new life.   
Already joy is abounding, and love is flowing.   
For this is the day God is making. Let us rejoice in God’s holy presence.   
 

OPENING PRAYER      

Oh God, we come together today, not in our own strength,  

but in the power and knowledge that your spirit abides within and among us.  

As we stand in this place, we acknowledge this moment is holy  

and you are at work in our midst.  

Ignite in us gifts of hope and joy so that the blessings of this hour  

may draw others to the Holy God we serve. Amen 
 

HYMN No. 400                  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS (11:00) Jerry and Betty Bruce, Charlie and Sarah Savery 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED         

GLORIA PATRI 

OFFERING      

DOXOLOGY     

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  
We thank you Lord for the children and youth in this church and our community.  We thank you for 
those who will be teaching them and leading their schools.  
Thank you Lord.  



As this new school year begins, please bless them with your wisdom and strength.  
Bless them Lord.  
Help them show your love to everyone.  
Help them Lord.  
Keep them safe and healthy.  
Protect them Lord.  
Guide the students as they learn and the teachers as they teach.  
Guide them Lord.  
May they always honor You in all they do, think and say.   
Thank you Lord. 
 

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 
 

OFFERING            Three Spirituals Harp Solo                          (arr. McDonald/Wood) 

                                                                  Rebekah Atkinson, soloist 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Grant us, O God, a mind to meditate on you, eyes to behold you, ears to listen for your word, a heart 
to love you, and a life to proclaim you, through the power of the spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.   
 

THE PSALMER             Psalms 14                                                        UMH No. 746 

HYMN OF PREPARATION No. 356  When We Are Living     

SCRIPTURE LESSON               Romans 1:1-7, 16-17 

SERMON                   “Getting it Right”                 Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING HYMN No. 368       My Hope Is Built 

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE                     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                               Beethoven  

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God  
and in loving memory of loved ones by Peggy Sagan and family. 

 

Assisting in Worship Today: 

Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Rev. Laura Parker, Dr. Ann Pearson 
Music: Tom Hood, Rebekah Atkinson, Marion McKnight 

Acolytes: Sims Peters, Hackett Robertson (11:00) 
Media: Peyton Phillips 

Sound: Robert Hammon, Alex Beaman, Joshua McClellan 
 



Today is also our annual Blessing of the Backpacks at all 3 
worship services! We will have a special time of prayer for all 
students, teachers, administrators and support staff as they 
begin a new school year.   

     

 
We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with  
Fairhope UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR 
code and register your attendance for today.   

 
Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
Sympathies: 
Tresha and Charles Garrick in the death of her brother and sister-in-law, Rick and Pam 
Boone. 
Sonny and Linda James in the death of his bother-in-law, John Givhan. 
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August 8, 2021 



 



DIVE DEEPER WITH SMALL GROUP DISCIPLESHIP 

*WATCH YOUR WEEKLY LINK! MORE SMALL GROUPS COMING SOON. 

EXPERIENCING GOD 

God is at work around you! Will you join Him? Many people who have taken this study have found it to be life-
changing; great for individuals, but also an opportunity for couples to grow together! This 13-week study by 
Henry Blackaby takes participants through 5 days of reading and study each week with a video and discussion 
during class. Facilitated by Tony Caminiti. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Class begins August 18th. Cost of 
Materials: $20. 

 

FAST TRACK DISCIPLE 1 BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 

An intensive 24-week survey of the Old & New Testaments. Activities include daily reading and study and 
weekly small group meetings featuring an informational video presentation. This is a pre-requisite to any other 
Disciple studies. Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker. Begins September 15th. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Cost 
of Materials: $30. 

 

EPIC OF EDEN 

This is a 12-week study from Old Testament scholar, Dr. Sandra Richter. Through text and video teaching, Dr. 
Richter brings a new dimension to the history of the ancient Near East, orienting participants in time, 
geography, culture, redemption, and relevance for today. The Epic of Eden video study is ideal for anyone 
eager for a strategic grasp of the good, the bad, and the ugly of the Old Testament and how it relates to God’s 
activity in the present. Past participants say this is the best Old Testament study they have ever taken!! 
Facilitated by Linda Smith. Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Orientation September 7th @ 10 am; First Meeting 
September 21st. Cost of Materials: $20. 

 

Please note: Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and 
under. Wednesday activities for all ages begin September 15th. 

Registration by email, phone or through the church website.  
bobbi.hobbs@fairhopeumc.org 

251-928-1148 
fairhopeumc.org 

 

 

mailto:bobbi.hobbs@fairhopeumc.org
http://fairhopeumc.org/


 

Caring Ministries… 

Support Groups… 
Survivors of Suicide (SOS) meets Monday August 9 at 6:30 pm in Wesley Hall socially distanced 
and wearing masks.   A zoom option is available by contacting Dr. Ann Pearson. 
Tough Dogs Cancer Care Support Group meets Tuesday August 10 12:30 pm in the Church Library.   
Contact Dr. Pearson to receive your Zoom invite. 
Grief Support Group meets each Monday in B-114 from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm as we navigate those 
very difficult times in our lives. 
 
Servants Needed…  
If you have the gift of telephone calling, this ministry needs your time.   Caring ministries is making 
every attempt to contact our members by phone every couple of months to check in to see if there are 
any needs.   For more information, contact Dr. Ann Pearson for more information about this 
opportunity to serve.  
 
Hospital Visitation… 
Remember to let us know when you are in the hospital so we can come and pray with you. 



 
 

Today is Children’s Ministries Promotion 
Sunday! Children 3 years old – 6th grade move 
up to their new classroom. Sunday School meets 
9:45-10:40am in these locations:  

3-year olds (room B118), 4-year olds (room B107) ~ Education Building, 1st Floor                                                  
Lower Elementary (K-4th grade) ~ Education Building, 2nd Floor, children’s hallway                                                              
Upper Elementary: SWIFT (5th & 6th grade) ~ CLC, 2nd Floor, Room 3 

 

Today is also our annual Blessing of the Backpacks at all 3 
worship services! We will have a special time of prayer for 
all students, teachers, administrators and support staff as 
they begin a new school year.   

 

 

Sunday, August 22nd  | 11:00am Combined Service  | CLC 

During our annual Mission Sunday worship service at 11:00, third graders 
will receive the gift of a Bible from our congregation. If you are a parent of 
a third grader and you did not receive a letter regarding the presentation, 
contact Martha in the church office at 928-1148. 

 

 

Help us Celebrate Michelle Graham’s Ministry!!! 

We are pleased to announce that the Fairhope UMC Trustees have approved the 
construction of the Michelle Graham Gaga Ball Pit as a lasting reminder on our campus of 
Michelle’s more than ten-year investment in the lives of our children. Our budget for the 
supplies needed to build this is approximately $2500. We have established a fund to raise the 
money needed and hope you will consider giving in honor of Michelle Graham.  



What is Gaga Ball, you may ask? According to Wikipedia, Gaga is a variant of dodgeball that is 
played in a gaga "pit". The game combines dodging, striking, running, and jumping, with the 
objective of being the last person standing. Players hit the ball at each other with their hands, 
and are eliminated if the ball strikes them on or below the knee. Our children (and many 
adults) have become proficient at Gaga Ball through hours of enjoyment at Blue Lake battling 
for bragging rights! Whether you are in the pit our outside cheering the players on, it will 
provide much enjoyment on our church campus for “children” of all ages.  

Please give generously and mark funds  
for “Gaga Ball Fund” or “Michelle Graham Fund.” 

 

 

Student Ministries…  

 



 



 

 



 

  


