
In the spirit of agape, Fairhope UMC is 
preparing snack baskets for 71 departments at 
Thomas Hospital to support and encourage the 
employees.  We are collecting prepackaged, 
individually wrapped snack items.   
  

Appropriate items include cookies, crackers, 
pretzels, granola bars, gum, mints, powdered 
drink packages. 
  

To participate, please bring items to the 
elevator lobby in the education building. 
 

We appreciate your help as we seek to express 
God's love through our action! 
  

Pastor Darren 
 
 
Update from Caring Ministries… 

Treats for Thomas……    

The hospital staff was so appreciative of the unexpected snack 
baskets!   We are already planning our second delivery for August 
30th so keep the snacks and treats coming. 

In addition to the snack baskets we want to add a personal touch.   
We are asking individuals and 
families to write or make thank you 
cards.   A basket will be placed in the 
elevator lobby of the Education 
Building to drop off the cards.   We 
are making a difference in the lives of 

our healthcare workers.   

Please keep spreading the word to all our members and friends!   
What a great way to be in ministry for others and we can all be a part 
of reaching others through God’s love. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CELEBRATION OF MISSIONS 2021 
11:00 COMBINED SERVICE ~ August 22, 2021 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                     He Reigns                Choir and Praise Team 
Hays Bishop, Anna Marie Dowden, Riggins Hammock, Aenea Ganey 

 

No one has seen God! How can we know God is really there? Sometimes we feel so alone.  
 

All Readers: God sent his son, Jesus, in his own image. We worship God through Jesus Christ, who is 
the firstborn of all creation.   

We read in scripture the eye-witness accounts of the first disciples. We learn of Jesus and his teachings. 
We hear how he loved people: one encounter, one conversation, one miracle at a time. 

All Readers: In Jesus, all the uncertain things in life hold together.  

Life moves so quickly and sometimes our fears hold us back. Yet our hope draws us forward as we 
search for God. 

All Readers: Merciful God, who made yourself visible in Jesus of Nazareth, remind us during this 
hour where you can be found.  

Oh God, when the world seems to be falling apart, tossed about, turned upside down, let us discover 
you anew through Christ, our Lord. As we understand his teachings and are obedient to serve, life 
makes sense. 

Please join with your response:  

Congregational Response: Let us take heart and truly be his church, his very own body for all the 
world to see. AMEN. 

WELCOME                                                                           Rev. Laura Parker            

PRAYER  

           God of infinite tenderness and strong compassion, you have sent your Son to show us  
                The  way. When the world is upside down, we find our center in Jesus Christ.  

Let this time of worship be for us a holy moment where the frayed edges of our lives become 
part of a beautiful tapestry that comforts and blesses, inspires and renews. Weave your 
joy into our songs, your peace into our prayers and your justice into our deeds. 

Above all else, we pray that your love will bind our hearts together through this time of 
celebration and praise. AMEN. 

 



WORSHIP IN SONG         House of the Lord                                                  Praise Team 

THIRD-GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION 

OFFERING            Make Me An Instrument of Your Peace                     (arr. by Shepperd)
                                                                     Choir  
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                John 15:12-17      Rev. Ontonio Christie 

LOVING THE WORLD WHEN THE WORLD IS UPSIDE DOWN 
Video Presentation 

 

A Panel Discussion with Ministry Volunteers 
Moderated by Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

 

 

Jackson Strunk, Vacation Bible School 
Hazel Odom, Durable Medical Equipment Loan Closet 

Mike Dumas, Community Café 
Robert Adams and Margaret Adams, Hurricane Sally Relief 

Peyton Phillips, Senior High Mission 
Gracelyn Boudin, Middle School Mission 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, THE LORD’S PRAYER   
   
BENEDICTION  
 
CLOSING IN SONG      Each Other                                       Choir and Praise Team 
 

 
Assisting in Worship Today:  

 

Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Rev. Ontonio Christie, Rev. Laura Parker 
Music: Tom Hood, John Richardson, Shea White and Praise Band 

Acolyte: Max McClellan 
Media and Sound: Robert Hammon, Jamie Waldhour, Amelia Koser 

 
Third Grade Bible Recipients: 

 

Thomas Allgood, Julia Ashurst, Elise Autrey, Darby Butler, Andrew Chambless, Hayley Crocker, 
Judd Determann, Warren Fargason, Hudson Hayden, Ava Jewell Hicks, Scarlett Hicks, 

Carter Jones, Art Kappel, Henry Marks, Murphy McCarthey, Charlie McGough, Iseck Mixteco, 
Harrison Myrick, Caleb Norton, Coleman O’Connell, Eli Olmstead, Logan Peters, Laz Pryor, 
Cate Richardson, Rosie Roberds, Parks Robinson, Natalie Rosser, Shep Searcy, Hollins Smith, 

Skinner Smith, Ellie Strunk, Blaine Vance, Jack Walhour 
 

Children will remain in worship today to learn more about missions.   
Nursery option is available for children 4 years and younger. 

   

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with Fairhope 
UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code and register 
your attendance for today.          

 
 



Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 
Sympathy: 
Jamie and Rachael Waldhour and family in the death of his mother, Barbara Waldhour. 

 

Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:  
 

 

Offering Received August 15, 2021 – $36,441 
                                (Online - $15,663 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $20,778) 

 

For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the door across from 
the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so much for your continued support to 
Fairhope United Methodist Church.      Jeff White, Business Administrator 

 
 

DIVE DEEPER WITH SMALL GROUP DISCIPLESHIP 
*DETAILED CLASS INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE.  

  

FAST TRACK DISCIPLE 1  BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
An intensive 24-week survey of the Old & New Testaments. Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker. Begins 
September 15th. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Cost of Materials: $30. 
 
DISCIPLE IV-NEW TESTAMENT UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE 
This is part two of the final study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program (16 weeks.) Focus is the Gospel of 
John, the Epistles of John, James, Jude, and Revelation.  Facilitated by Dr. Darren McClellan. Begins Friday, 
August 27th, 2-4 pm. ZOOM ONLY. Cost: $45. Prerequisite is Disciple I.  
 

EPIC OF EDEN 
This is a 12-week study from Old Testament scholar, Dr. Sandra Richter. Facilitated by Linda Smith. 
Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Orientation September 7th @ 10 am; First Meeting September 21st. Cost of 
Materials: $20. 
 

A DISCIPLE’S PATH     
Deepen your relationship with Christ and the Church. A Disciple's Path is a 6-week study that combines a 
Wesleyan understanding of our growth in God's love and grace with the practice of spiritual disciplines of 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Cost of materials: $10 

Two options will be offered, both beginning Wednesday, September 15th: 
• Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Facilitated by Doug and Emily Garner 
• Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Facilitated by Rev. Ontonio Christie.  

 

“PASTOR’S CLASS” UMC 101 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an interactive Bible study and discussion of the historic theology, 
beliefs, and mission of the United Methodist Church.  Begins September 15th in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately following supper. Wednesdays, 6:10-7:10 pm. Books may be offered but will be optional. 
No registration necessary.   
 
Please note:  
Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and under.  
Wednesday activities for all ages begins September 15th. 
 
 

USE THIS  
QR CODE  
TO REGISTER:  



In the spirit of agape, Fairhope UMC is 
preparing snack baskets for 71 departments at 
Thomas Hospital to support and encourage the 
employees.  We are collecting prepackaged, 
individually wrapped snack items.    

Appropriate items include cookies, crackers, 
pretzels, granola bars, gum, mints, powdered 
drink packages.  
To participate, please bring items to the 
elevator lobby in the education building. 
 
We appreciate your help as we seek to express 
God's love through our action! 
  
Pastor Darren 

 
 
Update from Caring Ministries… 

Treats for Thomas……    

The hospital staff was so appreciative of the unexpected snack 
baskets!   We are already planning our second delivery for August 
30th so keep the snacks and treats coming. 

In addition to the snack baskets we want to add a personal touch.   
We are asking individuals and families 
to write or make thank you cards.   A 
basket will be placed in the elevator 
lobby of the Education Building to 
drop off the cards.   We are making a 
difference in the lives of our healthcare 

workers.   

Please keep spreading the word to all our members and friends!   
What a great way to be in ministry for others and we can all be a part 
of reaching others through God’s love. 

 

    
 

     

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/pathways


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CELEBRATION OF MISSIONS 2021 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 SANCTUARY SERVICE ~ August 22, 2021 

 

PRELUDE                                 Prelude in B Flat Major                                             Kindermann 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS                                                           Rev. Laura Parker 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
No one has seen God! How can we know God is really there? Sometimes we feel so alone.  

God sent his son, Jesus, in his own image. We worship God through Jesus Christ, who is the 
firstborn of all creation.   

We read in scripture the eye-witness accounts of the first disciples. We learn of Jesus and his 
teachings. We hear how he loved people: one encounter, one conversation, one miracle at a time. 

In Jesus, all the uncertain things in life hold together.  

Life moves so quickly and sometimes our fears hold us back. Yet our hope draws us forward as we 
search for God. 

Merciful God, who made yourself visible in Jesus of Nazareth, remind us during this hour where 
you can be found.  

Oh God, when the world seems to be falling apart, tossed about, turned upside down, let us discover 
you anew through Christ, our Lord. As we understand his teachings and are obedient to serve, life 
makes sense. 

Let us take heart and truly be his church, his very own body for all  the world to see. AMEN. 

OPENING PRAYER      
God of infinite tenderness and strong compassion, you have sent your Son to show us the 

way. When the world is upside down, we find our center in Jesus Christ.  
Let this time of worship be for us a holy moment where the frayed edges of our lives become 

part of a beautiful tapestry that comforts and blesses, inspires and renews. Weave your 
joy into our songs, your peace into our prayers and your justice into our deeds. 

Above all else, we pray that your love will bind our hearts together through this time of 
celebration and praise. AMEN. 

 
HYMN #568                                      Christ for the World We Sing  



 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                        Rev. Ontonio Christie 
         
GLORIA PATRI 
 
OFFERING            Make Me An Instrument of Your Peace                     (arr. by Shepperd) 
                                                     
DOXOLOGY                                                                                                   

GOSPEL LESSON     John 15:12-17                                      Rev. Ontonio Christie 
 

LOVING THE WORLD WHEN THE WORLD IS UPSIDE DOWN 
Video Presentation 

 

A Panel Discussion with Ministry Volunteers 
Moderated by Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

 

 

Jackson Strunk, Vacation Bible School 
Hazel Odom, Durable Medical Equipment Loan Closet 

Mike Dumas, Community Café 
Robert Adams and Margaret Adams, Hurricane Sally Relief 

Peyton Phillips, Senior High Mission 
Gracelyn Boudin, Middle School Mission 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING HYMN #571       Go, Make of All Disciples  

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE                                      Allegro Moderato in F Major                                           Kindermann
                            

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of our son, 
Robert Finger, on his 40th birthday, by his parents, Mary and Van Finger. 

 
Assisting in Worship Today: 

 

Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Rev. Ontonio Christie, Rev. Laura Parker 
Music: Tom Hood, John Richardson 

Acolyte: Jackson Strunk Media: Peyton Phillips Sound: Ann Lyles Tapscott 
 
 

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with Fairhope 
UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code and register 
your attendance for today.   

 
Conquering the Campus 
Join Rev. Ontonio Christie at 9:45 today for a tour of 
campus.  Identify where staff offices are located. Learn where 
the various ministries take place on campus. Gain confidence 

that this is YOUR church…you are welcome here! Tour begins in the CLC Fellowship Hall.  
 



 
Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
Sympathy: 
Jamie and Rachael Waldhour and family in the death of his mother, Barbara Waldhour. 

 

Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:  
 

 

Offering Received August 15, 2021 – $36,441 
                                (Online - $15,663 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $20,778) 

 

For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the door across from 
the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so much for your continued support to 
Fairhope United Methodist Church.      Jeff White, Business Administrator 

 
 

DIVE DEEPER WITH SMALL GROUP DISCIPLESHIP 
*DETAILED CLASS INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE.  

  

FAST TRACK DISCIPLE 1  BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
An intensive 24-week survey of the Old & New Testaments. Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker. Begins 
September 15th. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Cost of Materials: $30. 
 
DISCIPLE IV-NEW TESTAMENT UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE 
This is part two of the final study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program (16 weeks.) Focus is the Gospel of 
John, the Epistles of John, James, Jude, and Revelation.  Facilitated by Dr. Darren McClellan. Begins Friday, 
August 27th, 2-4 pm. ZOOM ONLY. Cost: $45. Prerequisite is Disciple I.  
 

EPIC OF EDEN 
This is a 12-week study from Old Testament scholar, Dr. Sandra Richter. Facilitated by Linda Smith. 
Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Orientation September 7th @ 10 am; First Meeting September 21st. Cost of 
Materials: $20. 
 

A DISCIPLE’S PATH     
Deepen your relationship with Christ and the Church. A Disciple's Path is a 6-week study that combines a 
Wesleyan understanding of our growth in God's love and grace with the practice of spiritual disciplines of 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Cost of materials: $10 

Two options will be offered, both beginning Wednesday, September 15th: 
• Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Facilitated by Doug and Emily Garner 
• Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Facilitated by Rev. Ontonio Christie.  

 

“PASTOR’S CLASS” UMC 101 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an interactive Bible study and discussion of the historic theology, 
beliefs, and mission of the United Methodist Church.  Begins September 15th in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately following supper. Wednesdays, 6:10-7:10 pm. Books may be offered but will be optional. 
No registration necessary.   
 
Please note: 
Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and under.                       
Wednesday activities for all ages begin September 15th. 
 

    
 

     

USE THIS  
QR CODE  
TO REGISTER: 
 

  

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/pathways


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

August 22, 2021 



 

 

 

 

Pathways!  

…Finding your way to community at Fairhope UMC; visitors, new members, longtime 
members…anyone is welcome who wants to know more or dive deeper!  

Join us in August for these remaining opportunities. 

All classes taught in the Fellowship Hall on  
Sunday mornings, 9:45-10:40. 

 

Conquering the Campus ~  Sunday, August 22nd 

• Participate in a campus tour. 
• Identify where staff offices are located. 
• Learn where the various ministries take place on campus. 
• Gain confidence that this is YOUR church…you are welcome here! 
• Facilitated by Rev. Ontonio Christie, and friends… 

 

Growing in Grace ~ Sunday, August 29th 

• Establishing the disciplines of the Christian lifestyle. 
• Exploring tools for a healthy devotional life. 
• Exploring avenues for Christian accountability. 

Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

    
 

     

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/pathways


DIVE DEEPER WITH SMALL GROUP DISCIPLESHIP 
*WATCH YOUR WEEKLY LINK! MORE SMALL GROUPS COMING SOON. 

 

FAST TRACK DISCIPLE 1  BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
An intensive 24-week survey of the Old & New Testaments. Activities include daily reading and study and weekly small 
group meetings featuring an informational video presentation. This is a pre-requisite to any other Disciple studies. 
Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker. Begins September 15th. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Cost of Materials: $30. 
 

DISCIPLE IV-NEW TESTAMENT UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE 
This is part two of the final study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program (16 weeks.) Focus is the Gospel of John, the 
Epistles of John, James, Jude, and Revelation. Full version—not Fast Track. Facilitated by Dr. Darren McClellan, 
Begins Friday, August 27th, 2-4 pm. ZOOM ONLY. Cost: $45. Prerequisite is Disciple I (original or Fast Track). 
 

EPIC OF EDEN 
This is a 12-week study from Old Testament scholar, Dr. Sandra Richter. Through text and video teaching, Dr. Richter 
brings a new dimension to the history of the ancient Near East, orienting participants in time, geography, culture, 
redemption, and relevance for today. The Epic of Eden video study is ideal for anyone eager for a strategic grasp of the 
good, the bad, and the ugly of the Old Testament and how it relates to God’s activity in the present. Past participants 
say this is the best Old Testament study they have ever taken!! Facilitated by Linda Smith. Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30 
am. Orientation September 7th @ 10 am; First Meeting September 21st. Cost of Materials: $20. 
 

A DISCIPLE’S PATH     
Deepen your relationship with Christ and the Church. A Disciple's Path is a 6-week study that combines a Wesleyan 
understanding of our growth in God's love and grace with the practice of spiritual disciplines of prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness. A Disciple's Path Workbook offers six weeks of daily readings (five per week), Scripture, a 
message for the day, and prompts for personal reflection. A special introductory session includes material on the 
history, beliefs, and structure of The United Methodist Church. Cost of materials: $10 
 
Two options will be offered, both beginning Wednesday, September 15th: 

• Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Facilitated by Doug and Emily Garner 
• Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Facilitated by Rev. Ontonio Christie.  

 

“PASTOR’S CLASS”  UMC 101 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an interactive Bible study and discussion of the historic theology, beliefs, and 
mission of the United Methodist Church.  As a supplement to our customary Wednesday Bible study, each session will 
explore the Wesleys' vision of 'scriptural Christianity' as found in the prayers, hymns, essays and sermons of John and 
Charles Wesley. We are getting back to our roots, friends!  Come and join us for a lively renewal of the mind and heart. 
Begins September 15th in the Fellowship Hall immediately following supper. Wednesdays, 6:10-7:10 pm. Books may 
be offered but will be optional. No registration necessary.   
 

Please note: Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and under. 
Wednesday activities for all ages begin September 15th. 

 

 

 

You can register at 
www.fairhopeumc.org/pathways 

or use the QR CODE: 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/pathways


Caring Ministries… 

Treats for Thomas Update……    

The hospital staff was so appreciative of the unexpected snack 
baskets!   We are already planning our second delivery for August 
30th so keep the snacks and treats 
coming. 

In addition to the snack baskets we 
want to add a personal touch.   We are 
asking individuals and families to write 
or make thank you cards.   A basket 
will be placed in the elevator lobby of 
the Education Building to drop off the 
cards.   We are making a difference in 
the lives of our healthcare workers.   

Please keep spreading the word to all our members and friends!   What 
a great way to be in ministry for others and we can all be a part of 
reaching others through God’s love. 

 

Reminder of God’s Love… 

Crosses made by our Knit and Crochet Ministry are still being given out to 
COVID patients at Thomas Hospital. This serves as a reminder of God’s Love 
and how He offers His Peace!  Keep these loved ones in your prayers. 

 
 

Hope In Times of Change – Leaning on Jesus… 
Hopefully your pamphlet has arrived at your home this week.   The scriptures have been such a 
source of hope to those who have begun reading.     
Reflect on the scripture from Romans 15:13. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
 of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
 

Support Groups Meeting… 
SOS Survivors of Suicide meets Monday, August 23 at 6:30 pm in Wesley Hall.   
Tough Dogs Support Group meets Tuesday, August 24 at 12:30 am in the Church Library.   
A zoom option is available for both of these groups and you can contact Dr. Ann Pearson  
ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org for your zoom invite. 

 



 

 

Congratulations to the following third graders who will receive their Bibles from the 
congregation this Sunday, August 22 during the 11:00 combined worship service. 
Special thanks to Jane Dolan for inscribing the Bibles and Kristin Capstraw for 
wrapping them!  

Thomas Allgood, Julia Ashurst, Elise Autrey, Darby Butler, Andrew Chambless, Hayley Crocker, 
Judd Determann, Warren Fargason, Hudson Hayden, Ava Jewell Hicks, Scarlett Hicks, Carter 
Jones, Art Kappel, Henry Marks, Murphy McCarthey, Charlie McGough, Iseck Mixteco, Harrison 
Myrick, Caleb Norton, Coleman O’Connell, Eli Olmstead, Logan Peters, Laz Pryor, Cate 
Richardson, Rosie Roberds, Parks Robinson, Natalie Rosser, Shep Searcy, Hollins Smith, Skinner 
Smith, Ellie Strunk, Blaine Vance and Jack Walhour 

We hope to see all our third graders on Wednesday, September 15 from 6:00-7:15pm as we begin 
another year of Pier34!  BRING YOUR BIBLE!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wednesday night programs begin on September 15 and offer kids the opportunity to                                                                                                                               
WORSHIP God through music and song,                                                                                                                                      

study God’s WORD to strengthen their growing faith, and  
WONDER how it all applies to their daily lives. 

 
As children connect with one another and participate in fun, meaningful activities, adult leaders 
guide and encourage them to draw closer to Jesus – to know Him, trust Him and follow His example 
of love, forgiveness and compassion for others. ADULTS NEEDED TO SERVE IN ALL THESE 
PROGRAMS!  

 



  WHO WHAT WHEN WHERE 
K-2nd grade Choir 

 
Pier 

4:15-5:00pm 
 

6:00-7:15pm 

Sanctuary 
 

Ed Bldg, Room B217 
3rd & 4th Grade Choir 

 
Pier34 

4:15-5:00pm 
 

6:00-7:15pm 

Sanctuary 
 

Ed Bldg, Wesley Hall 
5th & 6th Grade Choir 

 
SWIFT 

4:15-5:00pm 
 

6:00-7:30pm 

Sanctuary 
 

CLC, Attic (upstairs) 
 

* Nursery available for younger children who have parents/caregivers who are on campus participating in an 
adult study/ministry or serving in a children/youth program.  

Online registration will be available soon on the church website! Parents will receive an email with 
the registration link. Contact Tom Hood for questions regarding children’s choir and Michelle 
Graham for questions regarding Pier, Pier34 and SWIFT. Both can be reached at 928-1148. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Ministries…  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


