
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.                 
                                     Colossians 2:6-7 
 

…do not boast over the branches. If you do 
boast, remember that it is not you that support 
the root, but the root that supports you. 

                                       Romans 11:18 

 

 

The image of a root is an effective metaphor that is used frequently in both the Old and New Testaments.  In a positive 
light, it often refers to the depth of God’s love or righteousness.  In other cases, it describes the cause of a regrettably 
unfruitful outcome.    Whether evoked by the prophets, the apostles, or Jesus himself, a warning against being 
‘uprooted’ or having shallow roots is a matter of grave concern.   

The common theme of the Bible is that no one grows without roots; not deep, or tall, or strong.  At some point in our 
spiritual adolescence, we might be able to convince ourselves that our roots are holding us down or keeping us from 
moving forward.  In reality, however, the exact opposite is true.  Becoming untethered is not a sign of freedom.    

Then again, remaining connected without bearing fruit is no more acceptable.  To settle for such a stale existence 
would be a far cry from the life of abundance to which Jesus calls us.  As John the Baptist cautioned those in danger of 
complacency, “even now the ax is lying at the root of the tree…” (Mt. 3:10)   

The ancient church was founded on basic biblical teachings and practices like the Ten Commandments, baptism, the 
Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Prayers and corporate worship.  These basics of the Christian life have 
sustained and nurtured every generation of the faithful.  They apply equally to old and young, men and women, 
pastors and church members. 

Here at Fairhope UMC, we believe that we need the wisdom of the communion of saints.  They broaden our 
perspective beyond our current culture and time.  Thus we are excited to begin a new series of preaching and teaching 
in which we will be ‘digging in’ to two particular roots of the faith—the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.   

Our hope in this offering is plain, but nonetheless profound.   

Keep us grounded, Lord! 

Darren 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gathering: August 29, 2021 

      
OPENING SONG       Holy is the Lord            Shea White, Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

OPENING PRAYER      
Father in heaven, in your goodness  
you pour out on your people all that they need, 
and satisfy those who persist in prayer. 
Make us bold in asking, thankful in receiving, 
tireless in seeking, and joyful in finding, 
that we may always proclaim your coming kingdom 
and do your will on earth as in heaven. Amen. 

 

SINGING OUR PRAISES       How Can I Keep From Singing 
              What A Beautiful Name 
CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Carlisle Margaret O’Neil 
Daughter of Rick and Marjorie O’Neil 

 
OFFERING          Our Father     

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to 
be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our living. Amen.   

 



GOSPEL LESSON                                       Matthew 6:5-15 

SERMON                    “Our Father”                               Rev. Laura Parker  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SENDING FORTH 

CLOSING SONG             

Assisting in Worship Today: Rev. Laura Parker 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band  Acolyte: Mollie Katen Bishop 

Media and Sound: Robert Hammon, Jamie Waldhour, Amelia Koser 
  

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with Fairhope 
UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code and register 
your attendance for today.              

 
Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
Celebration: 
Christen and Joy Payne on the birth of a daughter, Molly Catherine, born August 12, 2021.  
Big brother is Brody and big sister is Caroline. 
Sympathy: Family and friends of Kathleen Fendelman. 

 

Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:  
 

 

Offering Received August 22, 2021 – $25,098 
                                (Online - $8,729 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $16,369) 
For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the door across from 
the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so much for your continued support to 
Fairhope United Methodist Church.       
                                                                                    Jeff White, Business Administrator 

 
 

In the spirit of agape, Fairhope UMC is continuing to refill the 
snack baskets for the departments at Thomas Hospital to 
support and encourage the employees.  We are collecting 
prepackaged, individually wrapped snack 
items.   Appropriate items include cookies, crackers, pretzels, 
granola bars, gum, mints, powdered drink packages.  Please 
bring items to the elevator lobby in the education building. 
We appreciate your help as we seek to express God's love 
through our action! 

Pastor Darren 



 
 
  
  
  

DIVE DEEPER WITH SMALL GROUP DISCIPLESHIP 
*DETAILED CLASS INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE.  

  

FAST TRACK DISCIPLE 1  BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
An intensive 24-week survey of the Old & New Testaments. Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker. Begins 
September 15th. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Cost of Materials: $30. 
 
DISCIPLE IV-NEW TESTAMENT UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE 
This is part two of the final study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program (16 weeks.) Focus is the Gospel of 
John, the Epistles of John, James, Jude, and Revelation.  Facilitated by Dr. Darren McClellan. Begins Friday, 
August 27th, 2-4 pm. ZOOM ONLY. Cost: $45. Prerequisite is Disciple I.  
 

EPIC OF EDEN 
This is a 12-week study from Old Testament scholar, Dr. Sandra Richter. Facilitated by Linda Smith. 
Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Orientation September 7th @ 10 am; First Meeting September 21st. Cost of 
Materials: $20. 
 

A DISCIPLE’S PATH     
Deepen your relationship with Christ and the Church. A Disciple's Path is a 6-week study that combines a 
Wesleyan understanding of our growth in God's love and grace with the practice of spiritual disciplines of 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Cost of materials: $10 

Two options will be offered, both beginning Wednesday, September 15th: 
• Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Facilitated by Doug and Emily Garner 
• Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Facilitated by Rev. Ontonio Christie.  

 

“PASTOR’S CLASS” UMC 101 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an interactive Bible study and discussion of the historic theology, 
beliefs, and mission of the United Methodist Church.  Begins September 15th in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately following supper. Wednesdays, 6:10-7:10 pm. Books may be offered but will be optional. 
No registration necessary.   
 

Please note: Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and under.                       
Wednesday activities for all ages begin September 15th. 

 

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG 

 

 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/
http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


 
 
 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 29, 2021 
 

 

PRELUDE                                             Prelude and Fughetta                                                    Handel 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
To all who are imprisoned, God says, “Come out.” 
To all who are living in darkness, God says, “Show yourselves.” 
To all who hunger and thirst, God gives food and springs of water. 
To all who are far away, God makes smooth the way home.  
God will not forget us, we are inscribed on the palms of God’s hands. 

 

OPENING PRAYER      
Gracious God, 
who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds and cares for us, too, 
help us to cease our worrying and all our strivings. 
Add to our lives, day by day, calm trust in you 
until we find what we seek above all: your kingdom. 
In the name of Jesus,  we pray. Amen. 

 

HYMN #89                   Joyful, Joyful                                                       
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
         
GLORIA PATRI 
 

OFFERING                                    To God Be the Glory                                                 (arr. Pethel) 
 

DOXOLOGY     

CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00) 
                           Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 

They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall.                    
 Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

Your Word, O God, is too great and marvelous for us, 
yet it occupies us, and in it we find hope. 
By the gift of your Spirit, calm and quiet our souls 
that we may hear your Word today and be lifted up to walk with you. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Genesis 1:1-5 

HYMN OF PREPARATION #77           How Great Thou Art   

GOSPEL LESSON                                       Matthew 6:25-34 

SERMON             “I Believe In God”           Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING HYMN # 130       God Will Take Care of You                                                                

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE                                      Fugue in C Major                                                     Handel 

 
Assisting in Worship Today: 

 

Dr. Darren M. McClellan 
Acolyte: Hackett Robertson 

Music: Tom Hood, John Richardson 
Media: Peyton Phillips  Sound: Ann Lyles Tapscott, Peyton Phillips 

 
 
 

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with Fairhope UMC! If 
you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code and register your attendance 
for today.   
 

 
 
Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 

Celebration:  Christen and Joy Payne on the birth of a daughter, Molly Catherine, born 
August 12, 2021.  Big brother is Brody and big sister is Caroline. 
 

Sympathy: Family and friends of Kathleen Fendelman. 
 
Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:  
 

 

Offering Received August 22, 2021 – $25,098 
                                (Online - $8,729 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $16,369) 
 

For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the door across from 
the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so much for your continued support to 
Fairhope United Methodist Church.       
                                                                              Jeff White, Business Administrator 
 

 



 

     



 
PREACHING SCHEDULE: 
Traditional (The Apostle’s Creed)     
August 29   Dr. McClellan    “I Believe in God” (Genesis1, Matthew 6:25-33)    
September 5   Dr. McClellan    “Jesus: Suffered, Crucified, Dead & Buried” (Is. 52:13-53:12, I Peter 2:20-25)  
September 12   Rev. Christie    “Jesus: Rose on the Third Day” (Ezekiel 37, I Corinthians 15:1-8)   
September 19   Rev. Parker    “Holy Spirit…Holy Church” (Ephesians 1:3-14)      
September 26   Rev. McClellan    “I Believe In the Resurrection of the Body” (Romans 6:1-11; I Cor. 15)    
October 3   Rev. McClellan      “The Life Everlasting” (John 10:10, 11:21-27)    World Communion Sunday  
 
Gathering (The Lord’s Prayer) 
August 29 Rev. Parker   “Our Father in Heaven”   
September 5 Rev. Christie   “Thy Kingdom Come”  
September 12 Rev. Parker   “Give Us This Day”  
September 19 Dr. McClellan  “Forgive Us Our Trespasses” 
September 26 Rev. Christie  “Deliver Us From Evil” 
October 3 Rev. Christie  “The Power and the Glory”    World Communion Sunday 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

DIVE DEEPER WITH SMALL GROUP DISCIPLESHIP 
*WATCH YOUR WEEKLY LINK! MORE SMALL GROUPS COMING SOON. 

 

FAST TRACK DISCIPLE 1  BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
An intensive 24-week survey of the Old & New Testaments. Activities include daily reading and study and weekly small 
group meetings featuring an informational video presentation. This is a pre-requisite to any other Disciple studies. 
Facilitated by Rev. Laura Parker. Begins September 15th. Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Cost of Materials: $30. 
 

DISCIPLE IV-NEW TESTAMENT UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE 
This is part two of the final study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program (16 weeks.) Focus is the Gospel of John, the 
Epistles of John, James, Jude, and Revelation. Full version—not Fast Track. Facilitated by Dr. Darren McClellan, 
Begins Friday, August 27th, 2-4 pm. ZOOM ONLY. Cost: $45. Prerequisite is Disciple I (original or Fast Track). 
 

EPIC OF EDEN 
This is a 12-week study from Old Testament scholar, Dr. Sandra Richter. Through text and video teaching, Dr. Richter 
brings a new dimension to the history of the ancient Near East, orienting participants in time, geography, culture, 
redemption, and relevance for today. The Epic of Eden video study is ideal for anyone eager for a strategic grasp of the 
good, the bad, and the ugly of the Old Testament and how it relates to God’s activity in the present. Past participants 
say this is the best Old Testament study they have ever taken!! Facilitated by Linda Smith. Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30 
am. Orientation September 7th @ 10 am; First Meeting September 21st. Cost of Materials: $20. 
 

A DISCIPLE’S PATH     
Deepen your relationship with Christ and the Church. A Disciple's Path is a 6-week study that combines a Wesleyan 
understanding of our growth in God's love and grace with the practice of spiritual disciplines of prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness. A Disciple's Path Workbook offers six weeks of daily readings (five per week), Scripture, a 
message for the day, and prompts for personal reflection. A special introductory session includes material on the 
history, beliefs, and structure of The United Methodist Church. Cost of materials: $10 
 
Two options will be offered, both beginning Wednesday, September 15th: 

• Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 am. Facilitated by Doug and Emily Garner 
• Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. Facilitated by Rev. Ontonio Christie.  

 

“PASTOR’S CLASS”  UMC 101 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an interactive Bible study and discussion of the historic theology, beliefs, and 
mission of the United Methodist Church.  As a supplement to our customary Wednesday Bible study, each session will 
explore the Wesleys' vision of 'scriptural Christianity' as found in the prayers, hymns, essays and sermons of John and 
Charles Wesley. We are getting back to our roots, friends!  Come and join us for a lively renewal of the mind and heart. 
Begins September 15th in the Fellowship Hall immediately following supper. Wednesdays, 6:10-7:10 pm. Books may 
be offered but will be optional. No registration necessary. 
 

Please note: Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and under. Wednesday 
activities for all ages begin September 15th. 

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/
http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


Caring Ministries… 

Hope pamphlet is bringing love and comfort to many… 
A note from one of our members: 
Thank you for the book of Hope.  The day we received it our granddaughter was 
diagnosed with Covid. We were afraid and anxious.  She is only nine years old and 
had returned to school for three days after summer vacation. The following weekend 
she became very ill.  We had heard so many stories about children in the hospital 
ICU that our anxiety was at a very high level.  The words in the book “Hope in 
Times of Change” were just what we needed to be reminded of, that we can lean on 
Jesus. 

 
Treats and Notes for Thomas…. 
 
Please continue to bring in the personal notes so we can thank our 
healthcare workers.   You can drop the notes off in the basket of the 
elevator lobby.  We will put them in the snack baskets each time we 
deliver the snacks. 
Our second delivery of snacks is being delivered Monday, August 30th.  
Drop off snacks in the elevator lobby as we continue to bless our 
healthcare workers for the next few months. 
Keep praying for the doctors, nurses and staff at all our hospitals. 

Many Notes and Emails have come in from Thomas…. 

  Hospital Employees thanking our Church family for the baskets of snacks. 

“Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness and prayers for us during these pandemic days!                   
We appreciate all you do for our community.  We love all the treats.  God bless you.” 

“I believe that kindness has the power to change the world.   Your kind deed will go a long way.   
Thank you.” 

 
Durable Medical Equipment Loan Closet… 
Our ministry team continues to receive donations of medical equipment that is loaned out to others 
at no cost.   If you have items to donate or need equipment, please contact Dr. Ann Pearson or 
Hazel Odom in the church office 251-928-1148. 

 
 
Prayer Requests and Praises… 
We have prayer requests cards in the sanctuary, information desk outside the gym 
and in the elevator lobby for you to submit your requests.   The Email Prayer 
Chain Team prays over all the concerns and needs.  It’s a privilege to pray for our 
church family and community.    



 



 
 
 
Student Ministries… 

 
 

(No Youth on September 5, Resumes on September 12) 



 

 

 



 

  


	Student Ministries…

