
 
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just 
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
                                     Colossians 2:6-7 
 
…do not boast over the branches. If you do boast, remember that it is not 
you that support the root, but the root that supports you. 

                                       Romans 11:18 

The image of a root is an effective metaphor that is used frequently in both the Old and New Testaments.  In a positive 
light, it often refers to the depth of God’s love or righteousness.  In other cases, it describes the cause of a regrettably 
unfruitful outcome.    Whether evoked by the prophets, the apostles, or Jesus himself, a warning against being 
‘uprooted’ or having shallow roots is a matter of grave concern.   

The common theme of the Bible is that no one grows without roots; not deep, or tall, or strong.  At some point in our 
spiritual adolescence, we might be able to convince ourselves that our roots are holding us down or keeping us from 
moving forward.  In reality, however, the exact opposite is true.  Becoming untethered is not a sign of freedom.    

Then again, remaining connected without bearing fruit is no more acceptable.  To settle for such a stale existence 
would be a far cry from the life of abundance to which Jesus calls us.  As John the Baptist cautioned those in danger of 
complacency, “even now the ax is lying at the root of the tree…” (Mt. 3:10)   

The ancient church was founded on basic biblical teachings and practices like the Ten Commandments, baptism, the 
Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Prayers and corporate worship.  These basics of the Christian life have 
sustained and nurtured every generation of the faithful.  They apply equally to old and young, men and women, 
pastors and church members. 

Here at Fairhope UMC, we believe that we need the wisdom of the communion of saints.  They broaden our 
perspective beyond our current culture and time.  Thus we are excited to begin a new series of preaching and teaching 
in which we will be ‘digging in’ to two particular roots of the faith—the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.   

Our hope in this offering is plain, but nonetheless profound.   

Keep us grounded, Lord! 

Darren 

Traditional (The Apostle’s Creed)     
September 26   Rev. McClellan     “I Believe In the Resurrection of the Body” (Romans 6:1-11; I Corinthians 15)   
October 3   Rev. McClellan      “The Life Everlasting” (John 10:10, 11:21-27)    World Communion Sunday  
Gathering (The Lord’s Prayer) 
September 26  Rev. Christie       “Deliver Us From Evil” 
October 3  Rev. Christie       “The Power and the Glory”    World Communion Sunday 
 

Our next Board of Stewards meeting is on Thursday, September 23 on Zoom.  Anyone is welcome to 
attend.  Zoom Invite below:  

              https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89214069427   Meeting ID: 892 1406 9427 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89214069427


 

 

 
 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gathering: September 19, 2021 

 

OPENING SONG     Glorious One                        Shea White, Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
God, you are here when we arrive, 
and you are here when we leave. 
You move with us into new places, 
and you give us glimpses of the home 
for which we are looking. 
You call out our names 
as though each of us were 
the one lost child 
for whom you were searching. 
Your face lights up 
when you see us coming into your presence. 
 

Now God we want to prepare a home for you. 
We are looking for you. 
Hear us calling your name to be with us. 
Watch our faces light up 
when we recognize your presence. 
 

OPENING PRAYER      
Father in heaven, in your goodness  
you pour out on your people all that they need, 
and satisfy those who persist in prayer. 
Make us bold in asking, thankful in receiving, 
tireless in seeking, and joyful in finding, 
that we may always proclaim your coming kingdom 
and do your will on earth as in heaven. Amen. 

 

SINGING OUR PRAISES            Good God Almighty 
            Forgiven 
CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

OFFERING         All My Hope    
 

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 



 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
speak to us in the language of our hearts,  
that we may hear your Word with understanding 
and answer your call with confidence. Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON                           Matthew 18:21-33 

SECOND LESSON                                      2 Corinthians 5:16-20 

SERMON                 “Forgive Us… As We Forgive”          Dr. Darren M. McClellan  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SENDING FORTH 

CLOSING SONG      No Hard Feelings  

    

Assisting in Worship Today: Dr. Darren M. McClellan 
Acolytes: Jackson Strunk, Ellie Strunk 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 

Media and Sound: Robert Hammon, Jamie Waldhour, Amelia Koser 
 

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with Fairhope 
UMC! If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code and register your 
attendance for today.              

 
Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 

Sympathies:  
Jason Moore in the death of his mother, Emily Nesbitt. 
Bill Nugent and family in the death of his wife, Clara Nugent. 
 

Celebrations: 
Rachel and Alex Townsley on the birth of their son, Alexander Jordan Townsley, Jr., born on      
    September 16. Proud grandparents are Jennie and Mark Breslin.  
Cathlyn and Nate Blackburn on the birth of their son, Jaxton Riley Blackburn, born September 17.    
   Proud great-grandparents are Mike and Lynn White.   
 

Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship: 
 

 

Offering Received September 12, 2021 – $54,237 
                                (Online - $11,257 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $42,980) 
For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the door across from 
the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so much for your continued support to 
Fairhope United Methodist Church.      Jeff White, Business Administrator 



SMALL GROUP STUDIES FOR FALL 
*DETAILED CLASS INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. 

   

NEW!! BOOK STUDY: DARING GREATLY, BY BRENE BROWN 
Begins September 22nd, facilitated by Jennifer Galloway. Books will be available for purchase at the first 
meeting in the CLC Parlor, 6-7:30 pm. No need to pre-register, but more information is available from 
Jennifer at 251-978-0140. 
 
Daytime Bible Study on the book on John  
Begins September 27nd, facilitated by Dr. Ann Pearson. Everyone is welcome and invited to come with their 
friends and neighbors to this 4-week study that will take place in Wesley Hall,1:00-2:15 pm. Handouts will be 
available, so please call the church office at 928-1148 to let us know you are coming. 
 

 “PASTOR’S CLASS” UMC 101 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an interactive Bible study and discussion of the historic theology, 
beliefs, and mission of the United Methodist Church.  Meets in the Fellowship Hall immediately following 
supper. Wednesdays, 6:10-7:10 pm. Books may be offered but will be optional. No registration 
necessary.  
  

Please note: Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and under. 

  

 

 

Sermon Notes—The Dance of Forgiveness 

Truth – Telling 

 

 Acknowledging Anger 

 

 Concern for the Other 

 

 Recognizing, Remembering, Repenting 

 

 Commitment to Change 

 

 Hope for the Future 



 
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just 
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
                                     Colossians 2:6-7 
 
…do not boast over the branches. If you do boast, remember that it is not 
you that support the root, but the root that supports you. 

                                       Romans 11:18 

The image of a root is an effective metaphor that is used frequently in both the Old and New Testaments.  In a positive 
light, it often refers to the depth of God’s love or righteousness.  In other cases, it describes the cause of a regrettably 
unfruitful outcome.    Whether evoked by the prophets, the apostles, or Jesus himself, a warning against being 
‘uprooted’ or having shallow roots is a matter of grave concern.   

The common theme of the Bible is that no one grows without roots; not deep, or tall, or strong.  At some point in our 
spiritual adolescence, we might be able to convince ourselves that our roots are holding us down or keeping us from 
moving forward.  In reality, however, the exact opposite is true.  Becoming untethered is not a sign of freedom.    

Then again, remaining connected without bearing fruit is no more acceptable.  To settle for such a stale existence 
would be a far cry from the life of abundance to which Jesus calls us.  As John the Baptist cautioned those in danger of 
complacency, “even now the ax is lying at the root of the tree…” (Mt. 3:10)   

The ancient church was founded on basic biblical teachings and practices like the Ten Commandments, baptism, the 
Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Prayers and corporate worship.  These basics of the Christian life have 
sustained and nurtured every generation of the faithful.  They apply equally to old and young, men and women, 
pastors and church members. 

Here at Fairhope UMC, we believe that we need the wisdom of the communion of saints.  They broaden our 
perspective beyond our current culture and time.  Thus we are excited to begin a new series of preaching and teaching 
in which we will be ‘digging in’ to two particular roots of the faith—the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.   

Our hope in this offering is plain, but nonetheless profound.   

Keep us grounded, Lord! 

Darren 

Traditional (The Apostle’s Creed)     
September 26   Rev. McClellan     “I Believe In the Resurrection of the Body” (Romans 6:1-11; I Corinthians 15)   
October 3   Rev. McClellan      “The Life Everlasting” (John 10:10, 11:21-27)    World Communion Sunday  
Gathering (The Lord’s Prayer) 
September 26  Rev. Christie       “Deliver Us From Evil” 
October 3  Rev. Christie       “The Power and the Glory”    World Communion Sunday 
 

Our next Board of Stewards meeting is on Thursday, September 23 on Zoom.  Anyone is welcome to 
attend.  Zoom Invite below:  

              https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89214069427   Meeting ID: 892 1406 9427 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89214069427


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 19, 2021 

 

PRELUDE                 Draw Us to Thee                                                          Walther 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS       

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us; 
we dwell in him and he in us.  
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come! 

—based on Psalm 105:1-2; Romans 5:5; Revelation 4:8 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Jesus prayed that we, the church, would be one, just as he and the Father are 
one. Today we offer our praise and prayer together, as one body, in Christ, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In harmony, let us glorify God—Father, Son, and Spirit. AMEN.  

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE #64       Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED         

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

OFFERING                                                  Spirit Come Down                                                      (by Hayes) 
     
*DOXOLOGY     

11:00 CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 
 



*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        
Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, speak to us in the language of our hearts,  
that we may hear your Word with understanding and answer your call with confidence. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING          John 14:15-21, 25-27 

HYMN OF PREPARATION #331  Holy Spirit, Come, Confirm Us 

SECOND READING    John 17:20-26 

SERMON        The Holy Spirit, This Holy Church          Rev. Laura Parker  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

CLOSING HYMN #547               O Church of God, United 

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE              Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men                                         Walther 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Sylvia Rhea by her family. 

 

Assisting in Worship Today: 
Rev. Laura Parker, Rev. Ontonio Christie 

8:30 Acolytes: Elliot Determann, Judd Determann  Crucifier: Shep Searcy 
11:00 Acolytes: Savannah Grace Jones, Sims Peters 

Music: Tom Hood, John Richardson, FUMC Choir 
Media and Sound: Robert Hammon, Wright Tapscott, Colin Richardson 

 

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship with Fairhope UMC! 
If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan this QR code and register your attendance for 
today.   
 

Prayers for the People 
Medical personnel and first responders 
Sympathies:  
Jason Moore in the death of his mother, Emily Nesbitt. 
Bill Nugent and family in the death of his wife, Clara Nugent. 
Celebrations: 
Rachel and Alex Townsley on the birth of their son, Alexander Jordan Townsley, Jr., born on      
    September 16. Proud grandparents are Jennie and Mark Breslin.  
Cathlyn and Nate Blackburn on the birth of their son, Jaxton Riley Blackburn, born September 17.    
   Proud great-grandparents are Mike and Lynn White.   
 
Here is a brief summary of our current stewardship:  
 

 

Offering Received September 12, 2021 – $54,237 
                                (Online - $11,257 ~ Mail/Personal delivery - $42,980) 
For those of you who would like to bring your offering to the church, we have a mail slot located in the door across from 
the glass doors in the breezeway entrance of the education building.  Thank you so much for your continued support to 
Fairhope United Methodist Church.      Jeff White, Business Administrator 



 
SMALL GROUP STUDIES FOR FALL 

*DETAILED CLASS INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. 
   

NEW!! BOOK STUDY: DARING GREATLY, BY BRENE BROWN 
Begins September 22nd, facilitated by Jennifer Galloway. Books will be available for purchase at the first 
meeting in the CLC Parlor, 6-7:30 pm. No need to pre-register, but more information is available from 
Jennifer at 251-978-0140. 
 
Daytime Bible Study on the book on John  
Begins September 27nd, facilitated by Dr. Ann Pearson. Everyone is welcome and invited to come with their 
friends and neighbors to this 4-week study that will take place in Wesley Hall,1:00-2:15 pm. Handouts will be 
available, so please call the church office at 928-1148 to let us know you are coming. 
 

 “PASTOR’S CLASS” UMC 101 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an interactive Bible study and discussion of the historic theology, 
beliefs, and mission of the United Methodist Church.  Meets in the Fellowship Hall immediately following 
supper. Wednesdays, 6:10-7:10 pm. Books may be offered but will be optional. No registration 
necessary.  
  

Please note: Nursery can be provided upon request for children 4 years and under. 
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As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just 
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
                                     Colossians 2:6-7 
 
…do not boast over the branches. If you do boast, remember that it is not 
you that support the root, but the root that supports you. 

                                       Romans 11:18 

The image of a root is an effective metaphor that is used frequently in both the Old and New Testaments.  In a positive 
light, it often refers to the depth of God’s love or righteousness.  In other cases, it describes the cause of a regrettably 
unfruitful outcome.    Whether evoked by the prophets, the apostles, or Jesus himself, a warning against being 
‘uprooted’ or having shallow roots is a matter of grave concern.   

The common theme of the Bible is that no one grows without roots; not deep, or tall, or strong.  At some point in our 
spiritual adolescence, we might be able to convince ourselves that our roots are holding us down or keeping us from 
moving forward.  In reality, however, the exact opposite is true.  Becoming untethered is not a sign of freedom.    

Then again, remaining connected without bearing fruit is no more acceptable.  To settle for such a stale existence 
would be a far cry from the life of abundance to which Jesus calls us.  As John the Baptist cautioned those in danger of 
complacency, “even now the ax is lying at the root of the tree…” (Mt. 3:10)   

The ancient church was founded on basic biblical teachings and practices like the Ten Commandments, baptism, the 
Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Prayers and corporate worship.  These basics of the Christian life have 
sustained and nurtured every generation of the faithful.  They apply equally to old and young, men and women, 
pastors and church members. 

Here at Fairhope UMC, we believe that we need the wisdom of the communion of saints.  They broaden our 
perspective beyond our current culture and time.  Thus we are excited to begin a new series of preaching and teaching 
in which we will be ‘digging in’ to two particular roots of the faith—the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.   

Our hope in this offering is plain, but nonetheless profound.   

Keep us grounded, Lord! 

Darren 

Traditional (The Apostle’s Creed)     
September 26   Rev. McClellan     “I Believe In the Resurrection of the Body” (Romans 6:1-11; I Corinthians 15)   
October 3   Rev. McClellan      “The Life Everlasting” (John 10:10, 11:21-27)    World Communion Sunday  
Gathering (The Lord’s Prayer) 
September 26  Rev. Christie       “Deliver Us From Evil” 
October 3  Rev. Christie       “The Power and the Glory”    World Communion Sunday 
 

Our next Board of Stewards meeting is on Thursday, September 23 on Zoom.  Anyone is welcome to 
attend.  Zoom Invite below:  

              https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89214069427   Meeting ID: 892 1406 9427 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89214069427


 
SMALL GROUP STUDIES FOR FALL 

*DETAILED CLASS INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. 
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Jennifer at 251-978-0140. 
 
Daytime Bible Study on the book on John  
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available, so please call the church office at 928-1148 to let us know you are coming. 
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Caring Ministries… 

Bible Study… 
               

This 4 week drop-in Bible Study begins Monday September 27.  This class will be facilitated by  Dr. 
Ann Pearson and will be meeting in Wesley Hall from 1:00 -2:15 pm.   Everyone is welcome and 
invited to come with their friends and neighbors.   Studying the scriptures helps us to remain 
grounded in the Word of God. Handouts will be available so please call the church office at  
928-1148 to let us know you are coming. 
 
Support Ministry Groups… 

Grief Group meets each Monday at 3:00 pm in B114 in the Education Building.   Contact the church 
office and they will be happy to show you where the class meets.  Suzanne Glass and     Dr. Ann 
Pearson are facilitating this group.  

Caregiver’s Support Group is meeting Tuesday, September 21 at 9:30 am in the Church Library.  A 
zoom option is available upon request from Dr. Ann Pearson, ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org. 

 

Yall are doing great in providing snacks!   Know that if 
you would like to make a donation the team will 
purchase snacks.   Mark your check payable to FUMC 
and the memo line snacks for Thomas, Caring Ministries.  
We can all help and support in so many ways.   Thank 
you dear church family.  

A delivery was made on Wednesday, September 15th.  
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Online registration remains open for all these programs – the link is provided below! If you have an interest in 
serving in one of these programs, please contact Michelle Graham at 928-1148.  As always, you do not need to have a 
child in children’s ministries to serve!  
 
Children’s Choir: K-6th grade | Wednesdays - 4:15-5:00pm | Pier Room B217 (Ed Bldg, 2nd floor) 
* The first meeting was last Wednesday – a great group of kids had a wonderful time with Mr. Tom! 
* New friends always welcome! Pre-registration is greatly appreciated.  
* Children enjoy learning different kinds of worship music which will be sung in various Sunday services. Their first 
time singing in a service will be Sunday, October 3 during The Gathering at 11:00am in the CLC.  They will sing The 
Lord’s Prayer.  
 
SWIFT: 5th & 6th grade | Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30pm | Attic (CLC, 2nd floor) 
* The first meeting was last Wednesday. The group learned what a typical night of SWIFT will be like then discussed 
ideas for mission projects and social events. A Pizza & Pool Party is being planned – date to be determined! Parents 
will receive an email with details.    
* New friends always welcome! Pre-registration is greatly appreciated.  
* Students will learn and know how it feels to own their faith. Each week they grapple with a specific question about 
faith, relationships and choices and search God’s Word for answers. This group engages in large and small group 
discussions, mission projects, free-play in the gym and social get-togethers! 
 
Pier: K-2nd grade | Wednesdays - 6:00-7:15pm | Children’s Hallway (Ed Bldg, 2nd floor) 
* Begins Wednesday, October 13  
* Pre-registration is greatly appreciated.  
* In need of additional volunteers! 
* Pier focuses on planting God’s Word in kid’s hearts and training them to become disciples that make a difference. 
Program activities include Bible stories, games, crafts and mission projects. 
 
Pier34: 3rd & 4th grade | Wednesdays - 6:00-7:15pm | Wesley Hall (Ed Bldg, 1st floor) 
* Begins Wednesday, October 13  



* Pre-registration is greatly appreciated.  
* In need of additional adult volunteers! 
* Students will become familiar with using their Deep Blue Kids Bibles and learn some basic principles of our faith: 
what is … a Christian, the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostle’s Creed, Baptism and Communion. Students who do not already 
have a Deep Blue Kids Bible will be given one. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                   
Click now to register  … 
https://www.fairhopeumc.org/wednesdayprograms/ 
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