
2021 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT 

By way of introduction, I am Tom Slone the 2022 Chair of the FUMC Finance Committee.  We have a Finance 
Committee comprised of very talented and skilled members who are both optimistic about the financial health of 
the church as well as the ministries that your gifts allow the church to fund.  Throughout the year ahead, if you 
have any questions related to church finances which as the Chair, I might be able to help you with, I invite you to 
reach out to me.  My email address is TomSlone1951@Gmail.com. 
 
•  Today our committee is pleased to be able to report that our year end financials for 2021 were stronger than 
ever. 
 
•  Fairhope United Methodist Church received 94.7% of budgeted income in 2021 while reducing our operating 
expenses by 7.5%.  This allowed us to finish the year with a net savings of ~$51,000. 
   
•  Most of these savings came from reductions in the overhead of the church and many were directly linked to 
lower operating cost associated with COVID.  We also significantly benefited by refinancing the mortgage on the 
CLC at a historically low rate thus lowering our interest expenses. More modest, but also very important savings 
came from all other areas of the church. 
 
•  The topic of how to best utilize these unspent funds to God’s glory will be the focus of our next Finance 
Committee meeting scheduled for the end of February. 
We are blessed to have both a giving spirit at work in the church, as well as a staff that is diligent in utilizing the 
gifts that we are stewards of. 
 
Blessings to you, 
Tom and the FUMC Finance Committee 
                    

 
 
 
 
  
 

    

 

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship 
with Fairhope UMC!  If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan 
this QR code and register your attendance for today. 

 
Prayers for the People… 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 

Sympathies: 
Tom and Pat East in the death of her mother, Clarice (Kitty) Foresman 
Jim and Kathy Ellis in the death of his mother, Melba June Ellis 
Betty Knight in the death of her husband and Van and Beth Knight in the death of his father, 
Bill Knight. 

 
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Laura Parker, Minister of Discipleship  
Rev. Ontonio Christie, Minister of Outreach 

 
 

Fairhope United Methodist Church 
155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148   

For a complete list of events – Visit FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG  
 or scan the QR code for more information 

 about our worship services, classes and activities. 
 

mailto:TomSlone1951@Gmail.com


 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Gathering: January 30, 2022 

      

OPENING SONG        Holy is the Lord            Shea White, Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come! Hear the call of God: “Speak of me to my people.” 
But we are just ordinary folks. Who will listen? 
“I will give you the words. I will always be with you as you speak 
my words of truth and justice and love.” 
We gather here to worship you, to praise you for your loving presence, 
and to be strengthened for the calling you have given us. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of life, death, and resurrection, we are grateful for life and all its gifts. Increase in us the stuff that life 
is made of— faith, hope, and love, but especially love— that we may abide with you eternally through 
Jesus Christ, our lord. Amen.  

 
SINGING OUR PRAISES         Jesus Messiah 
       Christ Be Magnified 
CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

OFFERING       Great Are You Lord 

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        
Spirit of life, God of love, open our hearts and enter in, that hearing your word of love, we may 
become your love for others. Amen.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            Jeremiah 1:4-10    

GOSPEL LESSON            Luke 4:21-30 

SERMON       “The Infuriating Jesus”                    Dr. Darren M. McClellan  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 



CLOSING SONG 

SENDING FORTH 

                                               Assisting in Worship Today: Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

Acolytes: Mollie Katen Bishop 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 

Media and Sound: Robert Hammon, Jamie Waldhour, Amelia Koser 
 

Thank you to our SWIFT students (5th and 6th graders) who are participating in this first SWIFT Serve Sunday. 
Today’s scripture readers are: Jackson Strunk (8:30), Shelby Semmes (11:00 Traditional) and Max McClellan 
(11:00 Gathering). 

 
 
 
Adult Sunday School Meets in-person from 9:45 am - 10:40 am every Sunday.  A 
complete listing and description of our classes can be found on our website. 
Brochures are also located in the Narthex of the Sanctuary and the common area  
of the CLC. Please contact Laura Parker if you are interested in a Zoom option for 
joining a class or for any help in choosing a class to suit your needs.  
 

 
Luke Bible Study …. 
Luke Bible Study resumes Monday, February 7 at 1:00 pm in the Sanctuary.   We will begin with Luke 
chapter 3.   Handouts are available in the church office now and will be available at the first class.   We 
are all looking forward to being back together. 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invitation To Join The Church 
Present this to the pastor during the last song. 

 

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _____________________________________ Email _________________________________ 
 
            ______  Joining by Transfer of Church Membership 
 

                          Transferring from: _______________________________________________ 
 

            ______  Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a  
                          member of a church). 
 

            ______  Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last   
                          church where membership was held). 
 

If you are not yet ready to join but would like more information about church membership, 
contact one of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on February 20th at @9:45 am in 
the CLC-Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 



PROGRAMS OFFERED ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
 

ADULTS: 
 

  “PASTOR’S CLASS” BIBLE STUDY ~ 6:10-7:10 PM 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an exploration and 
discussion on the Acts of the Apostles, and it’s teaching for 
the church today. This class meets in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately following supper.  No registration necessary.  
  
YOUTH AND CHILDREN: 

Youth Community Groups | 7th - 12th graders | 6:30pm 
Kids Choir | K – 4th Grade | 4:15 - 5:00pm | Wesley Hall 
PIER Kids | K-4th Graders | 6 - 7:15pm | Wesley Hall | 
“God Speaks” 
SWIFT | 5th & 6th Graders | 6:15 - 7:30pm | CLC Loft | 
“Forged: Faith Refined, Identity” 

 

Please note: 
 Nursery can be provided for children 4 years and under. 

 
 
 

 
 

 



2021 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT 

By way of introduction, I am Tom Slone the 2022 Chair of the FUMC Finance Committee.  We have a Finance 
Committee comprised of very talented and skilled members who are both optimistic about the financial health of 
the church as well as the ministries that your gifts allow the church to fund.  Throughout the year ahead, if you 
have any questions related to church finances which as the Chair, I might be able to help you with, I invite you to 
reach out to me.  My email address is TomSlone1951@Gmail.com. 
 
•  Today our committee is pleased to be able to report that our year end financials for 2021 were stronger than 
ever. 
 
•  Fairhope United Methodist Church received 94.7% of budgeted income in 2021 while reducing our operating 
expenses by 7.5%.  This allowed us to finish the year with a net savings of ~$51,000. 
   
•  Most of these savings came from reductions in the overhead of the church and many were directly linked to 
lower operating cost associated with COVID.  We also significantly benefited by refinancing the mortgage on the 
CLC at a historically low rate thus lowering our interest expenses. More modest, but also very important savings 
came from all other areas of the church. 
 
•  The topic of how to best utilize these unspent funds to God’s glory will be the focus of our next Finance 
Committee meeting scheduled for the end of February. 
We are blessed to have both a giving spirit at work in the church, as well as a staff that is diligent in utilizing the 
gifts that we are stewards of. 
 
Blessings to you, 
Tom and the FUMC Finance Committee 
                    

 
 
 
 
  
 

    

 

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship 
with Fairhope UMC!  If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan 
this QR code and register your attendance for today. 

 
Prayers for the People… 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 

Sympathies: 
Tom and Pat East in the death of her mother, Clarice (Kitty) Foresman 
Jim and Kathy Ellis in the death of his mother, Melba June Ellis 
Betty Knight in the death of her husband and Van and Beth Knight in the death of his father, 
Bill Knight. 

 
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Laura Parker, Minister of Discipleship  
Rev. Ontonio Christie, Minister of Outreach 

 
 

Fairhope United Methodist Church 
155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148   

For a complete list of events – Visit FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG  
 or scan the QR code for more information 

 about our worship services, classes and activities. 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 30, 2022 

   
PRELUDE                                                Festivity on “Holy Manna”                                      Wagner 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS       

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come! Hear the call of God: “Speak of me to my people.” 
But we are just ordinary folks. Who will listen? 
“I will give you the words. I will always be with you as you speak 
my words of truth and justice and love.” 
We gather here to worship you, to praise you for your loving presence, 
and to be strengthened for the calling you have given us. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of life, death, and resurrection, we are grateful for life and all its gifts. Increase in us the 
stuff that life is made of— faith, hope, and love, but especially love— that we may abide with 
you eternally through Jesus Christ, our lord. Amen.  
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE #568             Christ for the World We Sing    

*PSALTER #794               Psalm 71:1-6 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED         

*GLORIA PATRI 

OFFERING                                                           This Is Love                                              Schrader  

*DOXOLOGY     

CHILDREN’S TIME (11:00) 

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        
Spirit of life, God of love, open our hearts and enter in, that hearing your word of love,  
we may become your love for others. Amen.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON          Jeremiah 1:4-10    

HYMN OF PREPARATION #408           The Gift of Love 
 

GOSPEL LESSON            Luke 4:21-30 



SERMON       “The Infuriating Jesus”   
      (8:30) Dr. Darren M. McClellan ~ (11:00) Rev. Laura Parker 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

CLOSING HYMN #430         O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee   

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE                         Fanfare Postlude                                                             Wagner 

Assisting in Worship Today: 
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Rev. Laura Parker, Dr. Ann Pearson 

Acolytes: (8:30) Jackson Strunk, Ellie Strunk 
Music Team: FUMC Choir, John Richardson, Tom Hood 

Media and Sound: Peyton Phillips Wright Tapscott, Colin Richardson 
 

Thank you to our SWIFT students (5th and 6th graders) who are participating in this first SWIFT Serve 
Sunday. Today’s scripture readers are: Jackson Strunk (8:30), Shelby Semmes (11:00 Traditional) and 
Max McClellan (11:00 Gathering). 

 
Adult Sunday School Meets in-person from 9:45 am - 10:40 am every Sunday. A complete 
listing and description of our classes can be found on our website. Brochures are also located 
in the Narthex of the Sanctuary and the common area of the CLC. Please contact Laura 
Parker if you are interested in a Zoom option for joining a class or for any help in choosing a 
class to suit your needs.  

 
 

Luke Bible Study …. 
Luke Bible Study resumes Monday, February 7 at 1:00 pm in the Sanctuary.   We will begin with Luke 
chapter 3.   Handouts are available in the church office now and will be available at the first class.   We 
are all looking forward to being back together. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Invitation To Join The Church 
Present this to the pastor during the last song. 

 

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _____________________________________ Email _________________________________ 
 
            ______  Joining by Transfer of Church Membership 
 

                          Transferring from: _______________________________________________ 
 

            ______  Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a  
                          member of a church). 
 

            ______  Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last   
                          church where membership was held). 
 

 
 
 



PROGRAMS OFFERED ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
 

ADULTS: 
 

  “PASTOR’S CLASS” BIBLE STUDY ~ 6:10-7:10 PM 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an exploration and 
discussion on the Acts of the Apostles, and it’s teaching for the 
church today. This class meets in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately following supper.  No registration necessary.  
  
YOUTH AND CHILDREN: 

Youth Community Groups | 7th - 12th graders | 6:30pm 
Kids Choir | K – 4th Grade | 4:15 - 5:00pm | Wesley Hall 
PIER Kids | K-4th Graders | 6 - 7:15pm | Wesley Hall | “God 
Speaks” 
SWIFT | 5th & 6th Graders | 6:15 - 7:30pm | CLC Loft | 
“Forged: Faith Refined, Identity” 

 

Please note: 
 Nursery can be provided for children 4 years and under. 
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2021 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT 

By way of introduction, I am Tom Slone the 2022 Chair of the FUMC Finance Committee.  We have a Finance 
Committee comprised of very talented and skilled members who are both optimistic about the financial health of 
the church as well as the ministries that your gifts allow the church to fund.  Throughout the year ahead, if you 
have any questions related to church finances which as the Chair, I might be able to help you with, I invite you to 
reach out to me.  My email address is TomSlone1951@Gmail.com. 
 
•  Today our committee is pleased to be able to report that our year end financials for 2021 were stronger than 
ever. 
 
•  Fairhope United Methodist Church received 94.7% of budgeted income in 2021 while reducing our operating 
expenses by 7.5%.  This allowed us to finish the year with a net savings of ~$51,000. 
   
•  Most of these savings came from reductions in the overhead of the church and many were directly linked to 
lower operating cost associated with COVID.  We also significantly benefited by refinancing the mortgage on the 
CLC at a historically low rate thus lowering our interest expenses. More modest, but also very important savings 
came from all other areas of the church. 
 
•  The topic of how to best utilize these unspent funds to God’s glory will be the focus of our next Finance 
Committee meeting scheduled for the end of February. 
We are blessed to have both a giving spirit at work in the church, as well as a staff that is diligent in utilizing the 
gifts that we are stewards of. 
 
Blessings to you, 
Tom and the FUMC Finance Committee 
                    

 
 
 
 
  
 

    

 

We love knowing you were here today. Thank you for choosing to worship 
with Fairhope UMC!  If you are a member, regular attender or a visitor, scan 
this QR code and register your attendance for today. 

 
Prayers for the People… 
Medical personnel and first responders 
 

Sympathies: 
Tom and Pat East in the death of her mother, Clarice (Kitty) Foresman 
Jim and Kathy Ellis in the death of his mother, Melba June Ellis 
Betty Knight in the death of her husband and Van and Beth Knight in the death of his father, 
Bill Knight. 

 
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Laura Parker, Minister of Discipleship  
Rev. Ontonio Christie, Minister of Outreach 

 
Fairhope United Methodist Church 

155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148   
For a complete list of events – Visit FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG  

 or scan the QR code for more information 
 about our worship services, classes and activities. 
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PROGRAMS OFFERED ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
 

ADULTS: 
 

  “PASTOR’S CLASS” BIBLE STUDY ~ 6:10-7:10 PM 
All are invited to join Pastor Darren for an exploration and 
discussion on the Acts of the Apostles, and it’s teaching for the 
church today. This class meets in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately following supper.  No registration necessary.  
  
YOUTH AND CHILDREN: 

Youth Community Groups | 7th - 12th graders | 6:30pm 
Kids Choir | K – 4th Grade | 4:15 - 5:00pm | Wesley Hall 
PIER Kids | K-4th Graders | 6 - 7:15pm | Wesley Hall | “God 
Speaks” 
SWIFT | 5th & 6th Graders | 6:15 - 7:30pm | CLC Loft | 
“Forged: Faith Refined, Identity” 

 

Please note: 
 Nursery can be provided for children 4 years and under. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
CARING MINISTRIES  
 
 

 
 
 

Please know that your prayer team is praying for all the needs of our 
Church family and community.   If you have a specific request, fill out your 
request and drop in the baskets located in the worship services.   If you 
would like to send an email prayer request send to Mary Lucas 
marylucas501@gmail.com or Dr. Ann Pearson 
ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org.  

 
 
 

Luke Bible Study …. 

Luke Bible Study resumes Monday, February 7 at 1:00 pm in the Sanctuary.   We will begin with Luke 
chapter 3.   Handouts are available in the church office now and will be available at the first class.   We 
are all looking forward to being back together. 

 

Durable Medical Equipment Loan Closet…. 

If anyone has used medical equipment especially walkers and wheelchairs we would love to have them.   
You can drop items off at the church office or contact the church office at 251-928-1148 and one of our 
team members will pick it up. Many thanks for the dedicated work of Hazel Odom, Deborah 
Pennington and Charles and Michelle Scearce for serving in this ministry.    

 

Stephen Ministry News….. 

Stephen Ministry training continues each Sunday morning throughout February.    
Be in prayer for this new class: Steve and Suzan Christensen, Jane Dolan, Rachel 
Lovingood, Norma Walden and Phil Webb.   Prayers are always appreciated for our 
active Stephen Ministries who continue to serve faithfully. 
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES… 
  

ALL K-6th grade Sunday School classes will meet on the Pier Hallway.  
Join us as we start our new series, “EPIC TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE: FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT.”  
This week’s fruit is PATIENCE!   

Kindergarten – Yellow Room | 1st Grade – Blue Room | 2nd Grade – Green Room  
3rd & 4th Grades – Aqua Room | SWIFT – Purple Room 

(3s & 4s will meet in their normal preschool room on the first floor.) 
 

                                                                                                
WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
 

PIER KIDS, join us on Wednesdays for our new series, 
“God Speaks!” as we look at questions such as “Does 
God still speak?  “Does God speak to kids?,” and more. 
We’ll enjoy worship, games, Bible stories, and small 
groups. Don’t miss out!  
 
SWIFT, join us for a brand new series, “Forged: Faith 
Refined, Identity.” This 13 week study will dive deep as we 
discover our identity in Christ through Scripture, games, 
and discussion! Starts Wednesday, January 12th!  
 
PLEASE REGISTER FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMS TO 
HELP US WITH PLANNING & COMMUNICATION. Please go 
to our website: fairhopeumc.org to register your child. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CHECK OUT OUR AMAZON WISHLIST!  
 

Our Children’s Ministries Team and dedicated volunteers have 
been hard at work over the break to give our small group rooms 
a refresh as we enter the New Year. Our vision is to make our 
rooms inviting, safe spaces for children to both learn and play 
and to make connections with each other, our leaders, and 
God. This wishlist has been created to help assist our team in 
making these rooms great and give our children some ownership 
of their space! We invite you to check out our list and see if 
there is a purchase that your family would like to help with! As 
you make your way back to the Pier Hallway in the New Year, 
check out our spaces and see what great things are in store for 
Pier Kids! Pictures of our progress below: 
 
 

 

 
 

 To stay up-to-date, make sure to find and join our 
Facebook group and don't forget to follow us on 
Instagram@fairhopeumc_childrens_min.  
 
Sign up to receive texts from us! This system is different 
from our previous system and allows us to include others 
in our community. You MUST sign up to receive them. This 
is how we will push out important information, deadlines, 
registrations, and updates.  

 
QUESTIONS:  Contact Jenna Hood 

Director of Children’s Ministries 
jenna.hood@fairhopeumc.org 

251-928-1148 (office) and 251-591-4050 (cell) 
 

 
Preschool Registration for the 2022-2023 School Year: 

Church Families ~ January 25 
Open to the Public ~ January 31 

QUESTIONS: Contact Terry Lowell, Director of Preschool 
terry.lowell@fairhopeumc.org  251-928-1280 
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SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH//6:30-8:00pm 
7th-12th grade  

Sunday Night Youth takes place almost every week and includes: worship, games, free time in the gym, dinner 
and so much more. We provide an opportunity for every student in grades 7-12 to worship together with one 
another and we give them space to build relationships. We can't wait to see you there! There's no need to 
register and you can always bring a friend. We hope to see YOU this Sunday night! Parents, if you'd like to know 
more about what youth series we are studying. Simply download the PARENT CUE and read the email updates 
that are sent out at the beginning of every new series. We provide discussion starters and new ideas on how to 
continue the conversation and growth at home.  

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT//6:30-7:45pm 

7th-9th Grade (CLC) & 10th-12th Grade (Host Homes) 

Community Groups are for students in grades 7-12. We provide an opportunity 
for every person committed to attending C-Groups to grow deeper in their faith 
with a community of believers their own age to support & pray with them.  

Our C-Groups meet 6:30-7:45pm on Wednesdays.  

 

DISCOVERY WEEKEND DONATIONS NEEDED: 
Our Discovery Weekend team is in need of help for our upcoming retreat. We are asking for 
donations for scholarships ($90 per student) and money to purchase our weekend snacks. If you 
would like to help sponsor a student or donate money for the weekend snacks, please contact 
Rachael Waldhour. Thank you! 

 
 
CONFIRMATION 2022  
Begins January 30th  
12:30-2:00 pm  

The class begins this Sunday, January 30, 2022 at 12:30pm with an Parent & Student Orientation which will 
include lunch for students participating in the class and their parents. A schedule for the class along with all the 
requirements for our Confirmands will be given to the students on this date.  



MIDDLE SCHOOL//DISCOVERY WEEKEND  
February 11th-13th, 2022 
Discovery is a 43-hour spiritual retreat designed for Middle School students held on our church campus and led 
by High School students and Adult Mentors. Registration for 7th-8th grade participants can be done on our 
church website. Don’t miss your chance to register and be a part of a life-changing experience! 

HIGH SCHOOL//SKI RETREAT 
February 18-20, 2022 
9th-12th grade 
Join the high school youth for a Ski Retreat to Beech Mountain, North Carolina. The cost is $350 per person and 
the deposit of $100 is due no later than February 6, 2022. The price includes snow tubing, skiing, hotel, travel and 
breakfast. You will need money for lunch and dinner daily. We meet to leave 5:30 am on Friday and return 
Sunday by 10:00 pm.  
 

SAVE THE DATES: 
 
SUMMER MISSIONS 2022 
The High School Mission trip to Las Animas, Colorado with Group Workcamp will take place on 
July 3-9, 2022. The Middle School Mission trip to Louisiana for Hurricane Relief will take place 
on June 19-23, 2022. You can register for your trip, reserve your spot and sign up for upcoming 
fundraisers by clicking the registration Linktree (@saltstudents) found on our social media 
page or on the youth page of our church website. 
 
Follow us on: 
Instagram: @fairhopeumc.youth 
Facebook: @fhsaltstudents 
Text Message Reminders: Text the word “Saltstudents" to the number “43506”  
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